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Waldemar ECPURTH 

General der Infanterie aD. 
Date of Birth: 4 Auguet 1679 
Place of Birth: Berlin 


BRFURTH joined the Army immediately after leaving 
achool and received his conmiesion as second lieutenant on 27 
January 1899. Promoted to captain on 22 March 1912, on the same 
day he wes appointed Director of Mapping and Surveying in Berlin. 
In World War I he served in various positions with the Meld forces 
ard in the General Staff at the eastern and weatern fronts. 


From 1919 to 1924 he served as Operatims Officer and 
Chief of Staff of I Corps Area Headquarters in Koenigsberg, Eastern 
Prussia, later in the same position in ili Corps Area Headquarters 
in Berlin until 1929, when he was promoted Generalmajor. For the 
next two years he was Commander of Infantry, Ii Corps Area Head~ 
quarters in Schwerin, which aseignment terminated vith his promotion to 
Generalleutnant on 1 Hay 1931. Then ERFURTH realigned ani took up his 
studies in philosophy at the Freiburg Univeral ty, remaining there 
from 1931 to 1934. Recalled to the Army in 1934, he became Chief of 
the Section for Practical Application of War Experience, at Potedam, 
and later, for two years, Chief, Military Sclmos Branch, Berling 
After a term of four years, 1938 5 1941, as Fifth Senior General Staf 
Officer (0 Qu ¥) handling military history, ERFURTH was appointed 
German General with the Finnish. Armed Forces, which post he held 
until 1944. During this time he received his PhD. degree from 
Freiburg University. 


“During the last year of the war he was in the Officer Reserve 
Pool, OKH. Ganeral ERFURTH was captured in his home at Markleberg near 
leipsig on 25 May 1945.4 : 
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CHAPTER 2 
LIAISON STAFF NORTH 


During the way Verman Generals" were sent as lisisen officers to the 
high commands of the alMed or friently armies. Their taske and their 
activities will be shown in the following by mane of the example of the 
"German General with the High Command of the Finnish Armed Forces": 

in the di soussions between representatives of the Finnich and German 
ae hgh commands in Saleburg on 25 May 1941, ami in Zoseen on 26 May 1941, it 
| had been agreed that a German generel was to be sent to the Finnish head- 
| quarters as. Maison officer of the Arny High Command (OX) and the Wehr 

macht High Command (Omi), Gn 12 dune, the then Qberquartien sieter Ve 

(vi litary History) Genoral Erfurth, was instructed at Zossen a by the Chief 
of Staff, General Halder to fy to Hel sinks on the following aay to re~ 
preeant the Gernan ay ot the headquarters of the Finnish Cennander ‘in 
Chief, Marshal. vamerhein, as "Commander of Idaison Staff North" (this 


title was changed an the fall of 1942 to ‘German General with the Finndeh 
Armed Forces", The position thereupon as made a Hehrmacht function, the 
reason. being that the General had pieseon increasingly involved in political 
angetione. in addition, Pindand now beeame a theater of war of the OK). 
When this inetrution WAB given, ‘Mt waa st4LL on open question whether - 
there would ‘be war viith the Soviet Union. ‘Though the political situation 


petwoen the ‘two countries had becene very tense on 12 June, the 


Bo FWAY Sater Tetra steer orrtees 
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cay 
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ond of the erieis could not be foreseen, At Finnish heaiquarters, where 
General Erfurth reported on 1, June, complete uncertainty likewise pre« 
vailed concerning the further develoment of the politdcal situation. 


i. MISSION | 

The tasks of the Commander of Idai#on Staff Nath had not been written 
down in detail, They gradwally tock shape ani became more and more sis: 
prehensive in the course of time, covering the follaving sphoresi 

(1) Eatebliehing ani maintaining contact between the German and 
the Finnish High ¢ omands. : 

(2) Coordination of planning and measures. 

(3) Representation of mutual wishes regarding warfare in common. 

(4) Briefing of both sides on situation of war at any given moment. 

(5) Zdaleon between the German sectors and the Finnish sectors 
adjacert, to then. 

(6) Exercising the powers of a commander of a military area 
(Wehrkrala) in regard to the Geman agencies and troops in 
the Finnish sone of operations. - 

Consequently the following agencies were involved An the message and 


Signal communication traffic of Liaison Staff Norths 


OW (Wehrmacht High Command }; 
OKH (Army High Command); | 
AOK (Army Headquarters)s (the headquarters ab Rovantend was Pe 
naned Aray Headquarters Lapland in the beginning of 1942, 
and Twentieth Mountain Aray Headquarters in the sumer af \. 
19a) 


EOP PAO a 


aeny Group Rorthy | : 
Eleventh Army Hesdquarters (only in the sumer a fall of 19A2). 

- The German General at Mikkeli daily reesived detailed infornatdon about 
the situation on all fronts from the OKH and OKWy an addition he received | 
the reports of Arny Headquarters, Norway and of the Righteanth Arny (ret 
flank of Amy Group North) « Finally he received the so~ealled "policy 
lines" Aseued by the Attache Branch of the OH, as well a8 the information 
given to ‘the Finnish Liaison General in the OKW and OKHe in spite. of all 
3 this, Mannerheim’ ¢ deshre for the fullest Anformition about the aituation 
could not always be eatigfied, eines all information, especially that pro~ 
vided by the Attache Branch, tended to put a favorable light on the de~ 
terloration of any given eituation, and the obvious understatement of - | 
failures. aroused, the mistrust of the Finnish Contender in Ohief. He was 
a man with ‘sound common pence and sometimes he regamied ‘the German op~ — 
tiniem as ‘got quite objective. 

' The German. Luftwaffe hed sent 4 Mateo officer of its om to the Ge~ 
neral of | ths Pinnich Air Forces. The ‘sone applied to the Navys “Mhds caused 
a greak deal of frictions the ‘Finni dh, High Command was pronouncedly an 


$ 


| : armed forces onan, Matters consoming the three branohse of the Pin 


ih Foress were contralized at the headquarters at Wikked. Barehal Mane 
: neshedn ste a point of maintaining hie authority exrnaly: in ali branches. 


oi there vas no attenpt in the Finn ah avy to bypass or eliminate the authori~ 


ty of te, Commander in chief. Be was considered and respected as such not 
| only by X12 agencies of the Finnie amy, wut alco by the Governsent amt 
the paistictone Bren the Fintan 1 Pring Kinketor, Ryti, was extrenly 


ho nde OPTS . Se 
EPEAT ITESPAE TS YET TOR LETT re ee ee ee et 


eorreat an hia attitude tovard Mannerheis, although under the ‘oonebitutions 
the Prise linister wae the. head of the: Finnish. ‘icone Forcet, “He refrained 


from any encroadhont win the: domain of the considerably older Commander — 


“an chief, the relationship betreen the Read of the Covernuent end the Come 
pander in Chief waa Cooly as is the Pinnieh way, bub abjentive and Sree 


from Jealousy. samerhoiwn kept the Preaident posted ‘ahout the eituation 
at the froze ant hie antontions, and carefully avoided impairing the povers 
given te the President in the constitution or neglecting o latter's ine 
structions. . § - ca. a 

che Comanders in chief of. the German initmatte and Ravy repeatedly 
tried to find ani ostobli eh foparate channels to varshal. vamerhein. But 
these attenpts invariably fehled, sinoe. Mamerhein, who ‘had soon recognised 
‘the weaknesses. inherent an the aiapersion of the German top-level organi~ 


| sation, held thats. in aad cpiestions concerning the. German Armed Forces, he 


had to deal only wath the Gerian Genera). attached te hie hoadquartere. 
Mamerhein' generale bebaved an the cane WOye - ag any matter interesting 
the Germans did ovesiona lly reach the Finnish ‘peadquarters without the 
knowledge of the German General, the Finne passed it on to the Gernen head~ 
quarters in Mikkoldy Gat Ie ae 

. sind Lar fristian rosulted from the fact , that the repreeantethves of 


‘the vartods branches Wore not under the German General, at Finnish: Resd= * 


quarters. when, ‘on 25 June widy Finnich Hesdquarters wore $raneferred 


‘from Heletinic to witb y ‘thoes representatives atayed in Heleink, jead- 


ing an Andopessiont Mite, « an a were, of whieh the German General hed only 


en aittae mnorades, ‘Sinoe a 5 ner of f ddetioultios arose from this mealies - 


ow 


lowe: 


the sllttery attache in Holednks, was ¢ finaly placed under the Germn 
- “Generel, an. the someer of 19th (shortly vefére tho capitulction. af Finland;) . 


The Finns had taniled this quite differently from the very beginning. 


ie then a Finnish general was sent to Berlin as Hannerheints representative, st 
| they detached the Pinnt ch Military Attache in ‘Berlin to Budapest, and mde - 


tiv other niidtary attaches eabordintee of the Finnigh General at the | 
German Figh Cosmandy The general had made a request. that this be den on 
being sent to Berlin and vannerhein had agreed, since he vas of the. same 


| ‘epindons ‘Asgondirg to om eaperienos the Finn ch syeten dis to be given - 


- proferenae. 3 


ide ‘COMPOSETTON | | | 
hea the German ateatt eri tn Finland ‘Lbe csapoattion Wap ag ‘tole 


; Conannder, os 
Chief of Staff, 
3 General otaff et floors, 
1 Adjutant, - 
2 Aiden, 7 
1 Liaison Offloer to OR, Press ae 
2 Adminitrative ottior, i. 
| 4 Paymaster in charge of ‘finmees, | 
ey Medical Officer, cae ee eee 5 ad i. | 
A Gonmanteations ortteer, wae 7 # 
2 Renan ofthe, et 


the lower cobelen coneteted oft ae 
clerks and areftenan, a 
teletype. operators, Fe 
“arkters, i 
Antarpretere. 

During the ‘Finnich-Geman offensive in the punmer of 1941. ts became 
clear that the staff wan too large. ‘For that reason, in the fal) of 2942) 
the. following persons wore Plaged at. the aLepoeal of the High Coumand in : 
Gormany, aa dispenastier 

Ghieg of statt, 
1 generel staff officer, | 
aL aides | : 
a medion). oftloer. ia 
The. Chief of stat Lacked eatttolect wort, since asotnilons with 


| mersins 5 onnerheia 8 and his generale | rere An the main coniueted: by the con 


In view of the eeareity ‘ef general sort officers and oftiesrs euited . 
for service in the higher ptefio. ‘at home, and einoe the offensive had 


gradually shifted toa war. of position, one of the junfor general, staff 
‘officers (ae) and ‘the aide coald be dhepensed vith. ‘Finally the. nedi.cal 


offiesr could be out back, slings ‘the amali, German staff could soneult 


and be treated by the Flontch nedieal officer sh ulitel4 f nesowscry, 


_ the tasks of the camanier of ‘the hendguarters hed bean pestoraed by 
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a 
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the adjutent (X1a)*during the cumer in addition to hie oun work. Bub 
this arrengenant proved inadequate an the Leng run The tasks of the 
Mia steadily inoreaped (Finnieh persomel data, proposals for averd of 
_ degorations, duties of opresentation). There wae little time left. for 
the adjutant to deal with the welfare and: eaperviston of the lower echelon, 
thie wae the reason why, at the beginning of 1942, @ regular i acacia 
in goumander was neem and sent te Finland. 


1. ‘ROURLORS | 

So as ‘not to be too great | a burden on the, Finnieh Readauarters, which 
noved from HoLeink to Miutelt on 2 duno 19k1 (the enall tam of Mikkel | 
was already ereatly ovwrurmded), the following partes: of the otaft of the 


; German Generel, remained in Heleinid aa Behelen Its 


1 addnint stratiive attioer, 
LL commnications offloor, 
2 econantes officer, 
2 paymasters 
sinee the eoncsrns of the first ‘uo had chiefly t to be ddeoussed with 
the Pinnd sh War Ministry, which had stayed in Hel einitd., and eines the 


finance aininietratdos had to be available to German soldiers paceing 


threagh fron Gernany to Fovantont, ‘the fact that those three agencies | 


were laft Sci Heleinks was Justified, ‘The three officers econalonally 


went to waked, to make 8 report to the German General, ag vhe latter had 
been unae to dpvuse matters with then on his frequent Joumeys to 


SBR ee. 
aOR ‘ 
. Pe : 
%., fe 


- warding of Geman soldiers passing throagh 


| a RRLTMRE BOER 


“Boleinkl, ee 


ie wei German adadnSebeabive hesdcuartors of Releinks was alse un@- 


‘ 


“der the Gorman General. at wae an charge of alleting, welfare and for= 
Lainie : 


Loosely uftiiuated with, the. German Ge neral were ‘the following agenciest 
.0.Fe (hana oft ha oof Foreken Group /Ovanterintel gence ef the OKF) 
‘and also the dhiet Trancportation o¢ticer (under ‘the Wehrmacht’, Chief of 


‘Phe. personne) and taske of Bebelon xr soon gra ard were transfarmed 
Ante Wehraneht ofticors Ths ‘the. afmintotrative of fioer became ‘Webrnacht 
- Madndetrative officer an Finland : Ce ° conmond.eatens of fiesr, the Wehr 
macht Commncations officsr an Finda andy ‘the ‘economies officer, the War 
Boonontos Officer oe BoLetnids ee 
ourenent of ¢ terete currency pepe ate tote tution to the German heedquarters 
and troope in Finkands mongures for tie protection of the Bannich currency 
end the Finnich markots restriction of purchases. by German soldiers in 
Fannd.ab ehopes “ estathiching quotas, for wAnnioh personnel. working for the 


“German agenctens ‘preparation of agroesente between the. German Wehrmacht 


he: or Hie nisalon 1 ineluded the pro- - 


“ and the Finnish Defense Minketry regarding joint use of Finnish wtdlities;— 
| repronentation of deren inharette in le multe (sach as rente, Aemanitans, 


" Mabblitied, ete) eo EA S. a 


e 
# 
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or conmundcation installations and the installing of new communication 
lines and cireuite in the Finnish network, Ap a rale, new rateriel had 

to be provided by the Germane. The Finns furnished the neeeseary labor. 

fn the course of time a large German Wehrmacht message center was organised 
in Heleinkl (station "Zentrum") for teletype and telephone communications. 
This center handled communications te the German General at Mikkeli, the 
German headquarters at Rovaniemi, Army Group North, the Arsy High Command, . 
the Wehrmacht High Command, Hitler's headquarters, and Berlin. 

The Wehrmacht Commmications Officer was in charge of the big German 
trunk lines in Finland, and he eupervised the technical tranamiasion of 
the commmnications of the German General at Mikkeli, 411 teletype and te- 
Jephone calle by Finnish headquarters to German agencies in Finland, on the 
Eastern front, and in the Reieh, went through the communications system of 
the German General. in Mikkeli and Station "Zentrum." 

ee Wax Eeonomice Officer... The agency of this officer was affiliated 
with the Egonemic and d4rmanments Branch of the Oki? in Berlin. Finnish 
economy and industry were in no way equal to the reqirements of a war 
vated for Finland's existence and extending over several years. Bven in 


“the "Winter War", which had lasted about 100 days, serious difficulties 


had cropped up in the supply of the nation and the armed forces. In the 
jaet Finno-ltus eden war tho imports of Finland had been very large (wheat, 
coal, fuels, rubber, otc. ) 

Agter the declaration of war ” Britain on 5 December 1941, Finnish 


“dmporte were restricted to Germany. But in practice free importation by 


Pinland across the seas had stopped earlier, at the end of duly 1941, when 


us fPsoulbb | | | slo 
a otrong British naval unit supianed rear ‘durnansk, and eit raide were 
Launched from oiroraft garriers on Fetsamo ani Kavkened, Ab theb tine the ty 
Finnieh Government had caused its vepresentative - in Lomion to inform the 
| «British Gevernzent that Finland considered its diplanabis relations with | 
creat Britain “suspended”. Germany, though che had to be yery sparing | 
her supplies, pelped her Finnieh prother=dn-arus generouslye. ahs has often 
been given grateful recognition by authoritebive agencies in. Finland. Froaa 
~ Finiand Germany bought lumber, paper, nickel. and coppers Finland's trade ! 
‘balance reanined Mpasshve" ail through the war, in the latter part of the 
war German firms increasingly pasoed their orders on to Finnish firme (through 

the ehifting of contracts, as was dene in the ence of occupied countries). 
The official channel fox theee transaetions was the German War Hsononies 
officer in Hey sini. 

_ She negotiations concerning the German-Finnich ‘trade agreement took 
pines at short intervals in part in Honetni and in part in Berlin. Ae 


tte bead of the German delegation vas the German Anbassator Sehnurre} the 


¥innich chairman changed several tines; The negotiations on the German 

side were prepared in the mabassy at Heleimich and the oifiee of the iar 
fooneni.ce orticer in Heleinids Tho latter was the coiy Geroan particlpart 
in the pegotiat Lone, concerning the Finnieh arnanonts roquirenonts) for 
“thle parpose. he kept in close contest with the ‘Finnish Defense: hinieter 
oe the chief of the Finnish Enonoeion ond Arasnente Boards General. Grandele, 


a Ps latter; ‘aoeompaniad by the ¢ German War  Boonanilos i part aipated 


it and often pervomally repirdeented, 
the Pinch dexanis ab the ceraan » Hoeriontos and Arnanantes Branch of the 


xs f Peowlbb | | _ aa ~ Ll- 


OKH 4n Berline— Graxiele WEE an: especially able negotiator amd wae held | 


in high esteem by Kannerhe dine Rhea the war with soviet. Ruseis began the 
finnish arued Forces were rabher cla~tashhoned as to arnanent end ecuipments — 
Yorsover it hed nab been possible to roplace the losses of the mies, warfares 
the Finnish infantry lacked heavy weapons for “attack and dafeneas ‘the are 
‘gallery was riot: ci ad uniform and. its guns were obsolete. | Re serves of 

axmnd tion wore. used. up after the first woke of. the nem af fened.ve af 
L9hde Finnieh mamfacture of of ammunition Wag: SO mall that the otriking 
power of the troops sould nct be neintaineds There vas a great scarcity 


tn 


of motor vebioles and cligned equipment. This was true also of uniforms, 

coats, underwear and hootée The Air Force ortarely depended on Germany — 

for aAvoratt and spare partie Pindand aid nob produce a drop of gasoline. 
. ark had to be supplied by Germanys 


m2 the fuel for notor venieles and. 
; fos earry on raval warfare in the Pinnich ( Gulf, the enall Fionish fleet 

g : ; 7 | received ite entire requirements in mines and botacle eouipment from the 
| Gorman Ravye ‘The Finnish Chief of Srensportation, during the crisis of 


ca 


cp tee ‘winter of W9hleh2, noeded substantial sesistance from the Germans to 
We be able to cope with the situation (in view of the sesrelty of Loconotives 
i ‘ and railny care). sinee the Finnieh and Russian railroads have the same 


genet, ‘Gornany eould only help lw yaking fueslan booty avadlables This 

aus ebtpped from Zeval to HelsinkL. Gonsiderable, t too, was Goyman ald — 

ic the toed supply of the Finnish eoladerss “A fen ‘days after General 

+ / : ‘wrparth had arrived in piniand the Chief Admini stratLve. officer of the a 
14 "phim Armed ‘Forees padd ty a visit and submitted 6 Let of the goede 
Le tn ere soarce An tho Finnlsh Aruye These vere cupined nents, cereals, 


‘ 
\ 
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eugtr, jam, fate ond potatoes, all items that werd aleo scarce in Germany. 
Requests by the Finnieh Army like this were frequently repeated in the 
course of tins, and they were in most cases granted, Bub the greatest 
condessione were nade with regard toe the retiona af the Pinnioh IL Corps. 
tn the General Staff discussions of 25 and 2 May 1941, the Gernans had 
agread to give German Arny rations to ali Finnish troops under the command 
of the German army in Lapland. The Finnieh ITT Corps was algo included 
dn this agreement. This corps was employed on the right Qoenk of the Ger-~ 
man army ain the Kyextinkd ard Untua sectors. When, ab the beginning of 
32942, at the: request of Mamerbeim, the Gorman ¥ehraaght Righ 0 ommand agreed 
to relieve this Finnish corps by Gerran troops, ites food eipply was con- | 
tinued by the Germans. ‘But since thie corps did nob remain in one unit, 
but was. divided and onployed at various places in southern Miniand, ite 
eapply with food all the way from Rovaniemi by the army headquarters was 
no longer possible. he Germen General at Finnish Headquarters was en~ 
trusted with bhis task. The detadle were worked out by the War Roonondae 


officer snd the iehrmacht Administrative officer in Finlani, This eon- 


ceasion to the Finne was cainbained wntdl the capitulation of Finland. 


Ve wo MEKRELE ECHELON | 

Yannerheim had set up his headquarters An the smal town of Mikkeld in 
squthern Finland, on the same spot where he had exercised the supreme command 
of the Finnish Ary in the final phase of the Finnish 1918-1920 Har of 
Libsration. The life of the Finnish officers there was alnost peage-like 
in form and customs, The German staff had been heed in a Finnish barracks 
near the sehool. houee where Mannerheim and the most important agensies of 


the High Comand had thelr offices, Whereas the officers of the German 
ataff were in constant official contact with the chiefs of the Firnish 


departments, contaat with the Gonmander in Ohta and the Chief of Staff 
ree exdlusively through the German General, ‘There were almost dnity talks 
between General Drfurth and the Fiend eh Chief of Steff and foocuently also 


_ with the Marshal, to whom the German © “eneral oubmitted irportant cnestions 


4n person, Ani in the same wey, Hennerhedi, Af some urgent and important 


matter was on his mind, esked the Gorman General to com to hig headquarter se 


Vis onavacrReRZasgON oF EANTEREED 


n surat praetor" was definitely not 


The ola principle of | nadng 


| Monnerheine, ‘The Finnieh onset of Staff once said to the German General 
: that the Finnish Commander in Giief waa not only interested in kLlometers, 
but also in nasBdosteret ‘Ani Indeed, there has hardly ever been a more 


diligent Commander fa hier and one who Was more interested dn all spheres 
of warfare, : than annorhoin, very little independence ‘Was left to hie aa 


pore Stat; he demanded to be informed about everything, and cowld be 
. quite unpleaeant 4¢ the information came late. Thie extraordinary man 


united the greatest contrasts in himsels he had the habite of a grand 


sadenours he Loved to live in comfort, was passionately fond of ‘nunting 


and traveling, and introduced an almost regal ceremonial. for visitors from 


‘abroads at receptions and on ‘special oedasions he supervieed all details 


personally. He was a charming and most gonakderate hogb, naling the picaot 


distinctions in the ‘twentuent of his guecta, degoriing to their rank and aint 


nality. ‘His gift for languages wae phenenenal, so that he could converse 


in the language that was most convenient ‘to any of his questa, He was also 


re) 


— se eee oo eee | Le 


eo 


greatly Inte re ated’ in alt political and economic wieblans and evenbs an the 


di: 
. wide world, kort Wh ad: airemponderod wd. numerous personalities fron abroad, 


and, as a ‘true pater patrise, was deeply interested. in al] the public mite 


tere of his. nations lis also gave encouragement and support te ndinkesters 


| and politicians, thoy worrled y the deteriora ting situation, often cane 


from Keleinki wo Kikkeli to seek bis advice. Mannerhela hed frequent 

talks over the telephone with the Finnish Prasident ’ and through his frhend 5 a 
the Yetense vind sber waldeny, he kept in close’ ‘touch with the Cabinet at all. 
timets Although without doubt Hanne rhel.a wae the center of publio life in 
Finland, and all affairs of his country were dealt with at hie desk, he 

found the time to concern hinselt choroughly with «ueetions affecting the 


war and the conduct of oye rationse He was a hard worker. ard kept his hecd= 
. giartors Busye | This fanatdoton for work nay Raw been a ‘natural dieposktion, 
bub the ability to spur his. so-vorkers and assistante eo the highest achieves 


nonbs had probably baen developed and eobanced dusi.ng his jong torm of goyvice 
in: the Imperial, fusalan Arnye there he muct have Learnt that a generadiosisn 
must knon how to ba gonipresent and to hold tho reins firsly. This rathod, . 
whieh he recogni ved ae the right one ip Sth. Fetersbury and Warsaw, WAG ape 
plied by bim to the Finnish Arnyy which wae his erautdons Like ali pret 


commanders Mannerhela had a epapathobic understandizg for ue soldiers, He 


took special care af then, ‘and personally and ‘post agtively pleaded: for help 
from Germany ‘for ‘them dn the way of clothing, linen and food. i 

The abtatude of the German General toward Mannerkeim and ‘the, Fionieh 
generale vas doternined by the fact that Finkand wae nedther an ally of 


Gersany tor pond ty. ‘the. andtructins of the German High Command » but aces 
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war ac an independent and. sovereign state against a common enemy. Thus 
Gernen requedte had to we pr esented by. General Erfarth in euch a manner 
that the rights and foclings of the Pine were: respected. ‘Though it is 
the main task of a Motcon's officer to. protect the Interests of his own 


armed. forces, there: Wes ‘no way. of praventing. the Finns from trying to 


interest him. in their in: otfadye and malting . him the spokesman. of their 


own nequeatse The Rie greatly overestimated the. power of the Germans . 


-to help thers ‘thedr trust and confidence in the capabilities of the Reich 


was: c unlinited and almoet nalves After. the. rapid rise of Hitler, the dansling 
successes. of nis policy, the victories of the Semmens! Arey an Poland, Norway, 


Eeances and in the: Balkans, in 1941 the Pinns regarded the power of Gerzany 
a8 very great if the Finnich statesman had rot had an. unshakeble belief 


in a Sernan victory, they vould not have. Jootiod, dn the spring of 1941, 
to wage war -againet Ruseta on ‘the side of Germanys - Once this decleion 
had been. taken the elmont complete dependence of the Finns on the supply 


of food. and war materials trom Germany: left thon "no other choice but to 


continue the fighting on the side. of Gernany ag. tong as possible. There ~ 


were twa offieial channels eee which the finns could make their re= wel 


quests and desizes peer: in Germanys One was via the German Eabaceyy, the 


obheg via. the Gernan War Boononi.ce officer at polainid. In both cases 


‘the ‘Finnish requests veadhed the competent, brariches of. the German ministries 


via the. Foroign Oreos in Berlin or the Beononte. and arnanents Branch of 
the “om la ‘this channel contained 00. nae red=tupe for the Finns; an their 


; inpatience they pressed. for cq helps ‘They hed soon recognized that under 


a totalitertan rogins: qutok decietene are, made andy by the highest commander y | 


. 
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and that, the Gerson General at Finnish ieaaqaseans alone had the possibility 
of reaching Aitier divestiy with his reports. Since Genorl Erfurth gent . 
dally reports to. the CKW and these, if Hitler vae in Berlin, were forwarded 
to him as quickly ag possible, this channel alone seened to hald prospects - . 
cf a cudolke ‘decked cn, once bh y had recognized this the Pinns exploited 


pee 


the channele This conduct. was favored by Hitler's great personal intereat 


in Mannerheim ard his high eatean ef the. soldierly qualities of the Finns. 
After the Finnish affeneive in the sumer of 1941 Hitler repeatedly de- 
clared. that. the Finns ware the most. valuable allies of Cermany and that the 
other allise lagged far behind them, ‘Hitier considered Finland as a po~ 
‘Utdeal mtter ani domsnided the friendliest reveption of the Finnish re- 
quests. it. Adnevitatle that this favorable opinion of Litler's af the 
os Finns wom be gradually discovered by them. Many a statecent by the dice 
tator and his environment vbieh was influenced by him, reached Finland — 
and wag heard vith eatlefactdon there, The Finns, a6 a true nation of 
famers, profited by this wth canning. Tima it happened that evonowic 


questions ard later, when there wag some disagreerent between the Foreign 
Mind sters of the two natdenc » also political questions were shifted from 
the competent civi). departnente to the military. The Field Ker shal en-~ . 
couraged this developsant and often used the German General. to ensure quick 
ful fInent of Finnish wishes, ‘There Was never any friction in this cooper+ 
“ation between Germans and Finns, -Kannerheim had confidence in the German 
Goneral, Matened to his eagge stions, and treated hin with distinction and 
courtesy, The £005 relations betticen the German Staff at Finnieh Head~ 
; quarters ant the Finns venained untroubled unt]. the ond. The Finns took 
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PARSICUPATEON: or nanan comma 1. MALITARY AND POLL TIAL aUESTZONS 


. In the 0 three years and three onthe that General Erfurth 1 was a rember 
of the Finnish Headquarters he often heaped to celve nilitery and political 
problens, A fen explo» wild vutftice to chow the way in which this hap- . 


"pened, 


oe TE FINNISH amar agp _ FIGHTING. FOR Lenore 


Thie was a military and a political question ab the pane tine. For 
& tong tine, it wag an the foregreund of the German ani Finnish discuscLons. 
in ‘the Finnish nar, especially, politics and strategy , were closely inter- 


‘dno. ‘Important military deoielons: by the Finnish Conmander in Chief 


cannot be understood sAthout a Imondeige of the political backgrounds Cob 
sideration for, Finnish fored.gn poliey and the innop-poldtical aituation 


+ often Antluensed silitery doleions. - ‘In the Gorman-FAnnish Generel. staff 


aiseussione an Germany on Ey and 26. iy 19h, at had been agreed that the 
Finnish Ata dn ‘eave of war. with, te Soviet Union, vag to assenbie to the’. 
nortimest. of Lake Ladoga in such. a way that its bulk could take the offensive 
either vest or cast of the. Jakes ‘the decision ae to the aseonbiy and attack 


: of the Finnish Amaiy was to depend, a the advance of the Geman Army in the - 
Bast (Army Group North), ‘Bingo the latter pushed through the Baltic | 
“eountrien with great: raplaity during the. fire ten days of the German of= 
fonsive, the Finnish Army y at ‘tee requeat af the Germans, entered ite area 
of cansenteati.on in uh a may ‘that Ate balk could abtack east of Lake. 
_ Tatous (Coreiten Amos The soo of. the Finnish deny: was to be the Suir 
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River j 3 and, by ed ving: an the direction of Ladednoje Folje, Lt wae to 


contact German Amy Grong North, advancing south of Lake Ladoge. 


. There wae, as yet, no. talk of a Finnish | offensive aorese the Carelian 
Tethaue in the direction of Leningrad. | Ia an instxuction of the German 
High Command of 2 2 August igi, given to the German troops in Finland, . - 
emphacls was lata om the fact that the point. of main eifort of the Joint 
attack was to die east of Lake Ladoga, ‘The offencd.ve of the Garelian 


' Army had begun on 10. July. The Finnish attack broke the Ruselan resistance, 


ard the Finns thrust. throagh the gap deep into Soviet-cooupled territory. 
In the first welt ‘of August Fisnish ‘troops ako dso attached weet of Lake 
Ladoga. with the intention. of engaging elezents af the Red Army that wore 
fecing’ their front. But it was only a restricted sector of the Finnish 
front, betuean Instra and Usinn Jan, ‘that Launched this abtad and ite 


. objective was Linkteds 


However, einoe the advance. of rug Grow North had com to a stand~ 
still south of Leningrad, the. German Anny Righ Command suggested that the 
Finns advance along the Garel.tan Lethnus din greater force (10. August). — 
Finns complied with tho wishes of the Germans from a. Anguet onward. This 


| offénalve soon led to the seizure of KeokLoalnt and, on 30 ingast, of 


Vidpurs | 
‘In the Gouree of sngent the Garelian Amy rapidly advanced cant of . 


‘Lake: ladowa, into Carolin. In a cantinuedsly. victorious drive, the Finns 7 
‘edvénowl to ‘the former 1939 border. Here, howover, they halted for the 


tie being int ‘Mmited thenseliven to mopping up: the 4mportant district of 


sae on “the ‘Lest ‘flank of ‘the Careiian Anny Presumbly varia 


\ 
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“peters dodtatng to reaume the elvance of the Carelian Army toward the Swi, 
antenied .7-. walt unthh German army Group Nerth had advanced farther south 
of Lake Ladogte 

; since tho seeian-tidntsh offenci.ve against the Murmansk raijroad had 
‘come to a dead top in the fthret weeks, 4% scored impertant to the German 


| Bigh Conniand to keep the operations of the Finnish Arny in Carella and on 


the Isthmus movangs. on 20 augue’ iia, a diceussian on this point tock 
place between Mannerhetn and Evfurth end the following wishes of the Wehr 
macht High Command were acalt with: . 


~ 


(2) Finnish forges, as strong as possible, were to participate 


in the onot rel onent of Leningrad by pushing down from the north. In this 


way ‘the junct Son of the German and Pinnich attackers was to be Seen 


| betwqun tale. Ladoga and Leningrad. | 


(2) Along the front between Lains Ladoga and Onege the Finnish 
Carelian Army was to reach the. Swir gecter, advance beyond 4t, i.e, establish 
a bridgehead roughly near Lodetine Je. and Swirstro}.« From this bridgehead 
mobile group was to be sent aut to join up vith the German forces south . 
of Lake Ladogas Kannorhedm a pnee raised objections to this. | 
According to prior. cqroenerte the Finne were to aivance down the 
‘Garelign Iatheus only as far ag the old frontier line of 1939, and east 


; of Lake: Ladoga only as fer as the ote fat nov the Finnich Arny sas 


asked to me considerably forther. “the Marshal covld not decide tide 

que stlon. and: would first have to apk hie Governnent. The tanke demanded 
of the Finnish forese were toe ig for their strength. Even the Gensan 
troops would nat ‘be able to Asplerent this plane The Merphal did not seem 
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‘to. ake the idea that his troops should advarice or ‘thet he should move. 
them up close to Leningrad. - fhe Finns; ; he deglared, wovld not have any= ea 
thing to do with Leningrad. They would prefer the Germans to take. and | 
keep Leningrad. Then they vould have peace, How vas he to got through the 
fortified. system north of Leningrad? | ALL necessary prer acts ter for this | 
mission wore missings a | 
further Aigeuesions.on the same subject took place between Mannerhedn 
and Erfurth during the folowing dayse The German General told Mannerheia 
“that it would be incomprehensible from the military Wewpelnt Af the Finns 
stopped dead in their advance at the oli Finnish frontier north of Lenin 
grad while the Germans attacked the city from the south, This would span 
nis sing a one-tire chance of attacking the city eimultancously from op~ 
posite dArection se Though # Hamerhein held out the prospect of a now offensive | 
of the Garelian Arny east of lake Tadoga jn the near future, he timmy 
stuck to his decision that the Finns halt their offensive along. the: old 
. frontier on the Tethmus and. refrain fron participating in the German ate 
ae tack on Leningrad. _ ii: 
On 21-August a meting took place in Mannerhein! s headcuarters with 
Ryti, the State President, who had. come over to Mikkeli aocmnensed by 
| Walden, the Defense Hinicter, After Ryti's departure varnerhein and Vale 
den. visited the German General. to 4nform him ebout the re sult of this 
conferences, Little had been changed with regard to the Finnish vien~ 
points the Barshal declared that the, Finns would neithar erons the old 
frontier on the Carelian Isthmus ‘nor Cross the Swir cast of Lake Ladogie 


The Geredian Army would etay where at, was, unt the penning, : from the 
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direction of the Wolchor, Aad neared the sui, £0 ‘thst “exoesing of this 


river by the Finns would be cuite unngoossarye vamerhelm gave an evasive. 
. reply to an emleit question pat by the German General as to. when the 
Garelian Arsy vould be: ready to atbicks the Refense Winister countered 
by asking whether there was any news > from the Gernen front. gouth. of Lenin 
the Narehal. eeked the Gorman Generel to see him in his neplipactore en 
the following day ond conowhat nitigated or qualified the Finnieh view 


~ 


aa paint of tte previous. day, He eald that, he had hed another discansien with 
L | the Finnish President aver the. telephone and now’ made the conceesi.on that 
the Finnish. troops on the Tethmue vould cross the old frontier on. both vo 
“ gides -of the. road from yidpurd, to Leningrad to reach. 2. Mre designated by 
the General on the previous dey, and. ’ from this favorable position, would . 
= then begin a “wade encirolenent of Leningrad on the forthwest fronbe in 
. return Vannerhein, at the request of the Pre sident, asked for 25 ,000 tone 
C of rye from Germany, af which oe were an urgent need to badge the 
(thine unt. the new harvesty | | 


| On the eame day the German inbassador in Hel etnid cent a . confidential | 
_ message to the German General to. the effect that the dofenehve viewpoint 
had gained the upper hand in, the Finnish Governnents — amis wag dn acéordanss 
wath 4 information from swedieh sources (2 August)» vhi.ch atated that there 
Was a eroning tendency in the Finnish Governnont (the soetel-emocrat 
Minister Tanner wes mentioned) to pring about a deoiaton of Ladted Ware 
fare (1.0, up to the old frontier of 1939 ith some corrections)s — | 
‘The Swedish informant head that, these ous were etronely sapported 


f 


pass, 


by ‘the UeBshe the Pinnish Cabinet reflected the conflicting ideas of | 
ist. 1 By to war ains.. The majority was of the opanion that 


- the torthtory which had: been Lost an the winter war, eee ‘the old Finnish 


_ fxOntier of 1939 ’ hipaa be taken. bak. A ninorlty, eapported by very 
influential groupe (offieore and univerei.ty peopie) thought that the time. 
had eons when the east Careltans, who. had lived outside the Pinndch frontier 
“under Russtan raie. and wmder the Aofience ‘of the orthod ox chureb, should. 
be. Liberated from the Tusatan yoke ad returned to the Pinnich nations. 
“The Finnish vietories of the sumer of 1941 vere a great etimlus to the 
champions of iGreator Finland’. Finally there was a ena ndnority y but. 
inoressing considerably in numbers in. the source of the war, which sup~ 
ported the idea of a purely dof aneive war y and even rejected the idea of 
regaining the territories Lost, in the winter wars The strangest party 
“an the country; hooded by Tanner , the. Sooial-Denoorat, Minister, in: the 


. eummer of a9Ad belonged te the first group (frontiers of 1939), but when 


“the eitustion along. ‘the Sertian fronts deteriorated 4% vient cver to the 
thind group (parely defensive varfare)s This was the background of the 
dooieh ons taken in the Pinnieh Headquarters in August 19 be 

The Firns stuck to thedr deal sion, ‘They wowka neither : Crone the old 
frontier (with the alight. concession nade by Kennerheim on 2 daguet) hor 
ge beyond the Swir, enet of Lake Ladoga. But eine At cooned more. favorable 
from ry tactical viewpoint; te pesttdens at same partes of the river front 


. vere, nowed onto the eouthern. bank of, the river. This Was a military ne- 


oopaltys ‘Honever the bridgehead en the Swir Wee under m otrounstonose 
to eerve: as a a jonpwott pont for a Pinnieh offeneive into the area Rakill 
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9 7 of Leningrad; the Finnish front on the Carelian Istimus aleo “remained ’ 
| unchanged untaly dn June 19h, the storm of the Rueeian offensive broke 
oe over. the Finns. Bepaated attempts on the Garmin side to mke the Fanns . 
Launoh an attack on the northern front: of Leningrad (wepectally in the 
sammer and fall of 1942) met with unshakeble resistance of the part of the 
pinne, The ‘defensive: Gondenoy of the political front in the counbry grew 
Be strong that Governmnitt ‘and Headquarters wore chained down. 
0 ue MANEEROIEEM*S PLAN FOR OPERATION AINING AT SOROKA 


eo She German-Pinnd sh offeneive ageinet the Murmansk railroad in the 
. "ume of 1941 hed not led to full success at any point of the front. 
| After Anitiel aivenges the front had com toa ahd oti im all effetors 
_ and the war had beeons. & war of portions The reasons for this failure 
were want.foldy the great diftioulties in the roadiesa wiJderness of 
cy | Gavelia, ubieh | waa entirely unknown even to ‘the Finns, and along the coset 
cm aft the aretis Ooean, had nite ebvioualy been underrated by both Finns and 
‘- Gernane, Probably the foress they had sent into agtion had been Ancuf- 
ficient, ana they had set their hopes too high. . 
bas Wirmansk raliroad was so fevorably situated for the Red. Arny that 
at gave ‘the Russiane a mort valuable ‘superdority in transportation, The 
SONNET y in the opinion of the Pine, whith was baeed on ample experience 
= nt din the northem aYea, WAS leas well suited for military action and oper= 
ations than the winter hen lakes, rivers and moore freoz over ant the - 
“terrain oan be traversed esedly. singe it was soneidered vary ‘Amportant - 
for the Murmansk raiirond be cut ab some point, 89 that Roseia would be. 
-_ deprived of sole supplies arriving by way of the thite ‘Sen, the 
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idea ooguxred again and egetn to Gevians wot Plime aliie -to: repeat in wine 


ter the. operataen ‘hich had: been: eugh a failure in the sumer. ‘Toward the | 
end of aged Hennerheim had had the. intention ‘to participate: more vigorously . 


. in this winter offensive then he bad done in the eummeT y bub-he was greatly ‘ 


hampered in-his decisl.ons and actione me consideration for tho fordign 


‘peldcy af Finkand, 


fhe Finnich nation bad become warsweary in Novenber 19ld. The eammer 
ompaign sgainet Raseia, decpite the great Finnish atesennes in Garelia, 


‘had been a great diseppointaont in the ord. . The Su3nd.on of a blits war 


agains the Soviets hed been given We Tho Finns, with ‘their characteristic 
nattorof-fastness end | goplnese » had soon. enough recognized that nobody | 


could see the ond of the war, which had been started with so much optimieam.. 
_ This mood was ‘exploited by the 0,5, state Depertacnt, which sent a note | 
te the Pismi.ch Government in Novenher hy dncuiring whether there vere 


any chances. ok a cotblonent between Finland and Ruste. Perhaps this note 


wes also intended to aia egainst & new offensive, A reply vas most dite 


fieuit, tor the Pinnich Qovernnert for’ they had to consider both their — 
German brothere-in-arns and the Finnish natdon which wanted poaces There 


| wes fierce controversy in the Finnith Gabinet over the formlation of the | 


reply hed the United States, in whfoh the Finnish Governnent finally de~ 
clared ‘ite ni lMingneos: te cease fighting soviet hoes as som as the danger 
had been warded off and gasrentees been given. The Fini cheAmerioan ne~ 

gotiations, nhich had romilted fron the denarche of the Aneri.can Anbaseador 


in Heleinid., were ‘the subject of a discussion between Mamnerheim and the 
: Corman General in the Finnish taagcvartars *. 10 Novenber 19h. The warehal a 
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paid with a eile thet the 5 big UsSpAs and small Finland were at the mossnt 
fighting a diplomatic ‘duel, He sontinned with a oighs “Ig only there vere 
ne& Sorckal I am convinced that, ae the Finns gave art assurance that they 
would nob go on to Soroka, the storm vould abate, The Anglo-Sazon powers 
- would probably have no abjecbion against an expansion of the Finns’ po- 
sitions in the South (Garelian I chotuaae and east of Lak Ladoga) «. But 
Soroks 4a the point of concisotl tt is ) tenets uhat importance the ermaek 
i a pity that this Lins. was ever buiite” 
After the Finnich roply had been. cork off to the United States, wan- 
‘nerheim quite frankly volocd his opinion to the German General, on 20 Ho- 
venber. 19h1, with regard to a. contdnuation of the war on the Pinnish front. 
He said that in his opinien kareansk, Kandalaksha, and seroka. should be 
| ‘taken in ‘the winter of that year, tha sooner the better, He recomended that 
, the uinter offensive be atarted in an oastward direction in Jamary 1942; 
{ - i hee slamltancoucly against these threa objectives on the rei lroad. “Though, 
5 aan naturally, thore should be a point of nain effart in the fighting, the thres 
| places ‘should be attacked at the same time, eo as to deprive the Russians . 
| of the pogaibility of chi Shing their forces and concentrating, them at the 
o : points. of attaak by using: the railroad Line, ag had been the case in the 
| eunmer and fall of 19/3 during the. repeated attacke by General Falkenhorst. 
The present aituation at. the front. of Corson Aray Group. North the 
Marshal. found very dletroseing. ate cannot yenein in this position. Too 
many: Finnish foress which cannot, we used effectively are engaged and tied 
down oateide Leningrad ‘and on, the Suir," wath regant ‘to the mood, of the. 
vinnie sn at geomed motte te him that a fina) and decieiwe 
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step be taken ‘on ‘the. Finnich southern fronte As long as two-thirds 
of the int sh Army were tied. down An the south, the dampaign in the 
north. could not be cont immed vith mfficient vigars . a 
| At the time of those, sonsiderations by the ‘Finnish Gommandex in Chief, 
General. von Falkenhorst at “Rovanient was planning to resume hie. offensive 
in ths sector of. Kendalakeha. Fe had also interested the OW in this plan, 
On 2h Novenber 19/1, the order, OKW wrote the Finnish Marshal about a German 
winter attack to be, Jemohed against Kendalaksha. Keitel acid Mennerheim 
t) | | te make two Finnish sich brigades avalleblle for this purpose , af possible, 
Menrerhein, dn his reply of 5 Decenbos, cnite clearly pointed out that the 
‘Pinns | could participate in this gampaign against the lummansk railroad in | 
greater strength omy if the Finnish and fermen forces on the Suir were 
united, sings then the Finns vould be to a cortain extent relieved en the 
southern front In this” vane ‘Mannerheimn would be willing to Jaunch an abe 
tack against Bjelonorake-Soraka ’ simultaneously with the German attagic © 
. { “ ageinot Kendalakeha , s and to reinfores: the southern group of the German 
fe. attackers ‘aiming at Kendalekeha by two Finnish brigades. 
| The OKT was not very pleaced with this reply of the Finnich, Gonnen der 
in Chiag 's for Mennerhedm demanded nore for his participation in the. attack 
than could be gtven by the Germans, ‘The "rendes-vous on the Swir which 
. Mamerhedn demanded: was now quite Ampossibie , due to the unfavorable si~ 
| tuation of Arny Group North, me counter-offencive of the Red. Army dn the | 
. ddrection of ‘the Wolchow was’ lannohed with euch vigor against this overs 
strained omy group, ‘whieh had: ‘dwindled greatly, that withdrawal of the 
weige rich hed proceed formant in the darectios af. Tichwin seemed 
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inevitable, 
on this eames day the ORW informed the German General in wikho2s that 
relief of the Finnish southern front as wel as similtaneous attacks on 
the Murmenek line in the north wore unteal{gable demande. The OK! had be- 
gun to doubt whether the German attack om Kandalakeha cowld be launched at 
On 1, December a meeting took place at Rovaniemi between Palkenhorst 
and Mannerheim, whe was accompanied by hie German General. The discussion 


Led to no results. Ko agreenent could be reached concerning the relief of 


~~ 


Finnish troope by German troops in the sector of Mestink, ani Salle, as 
denanded by Mamerhefm, Wannerhein wished to attask Soroka, Falkenhorst 
stuck to his intention of attacking Kandalaksha. The negotiations were 
broken off withoub an agreement having been reached. On the retum journsy 


to Mikkeli in the special train of the Karshal, Hannerhelm discussed with 


the German General what was to be done. | According to Kainerheim's plan for 
the 1941-42 vinter offensiw, tie point of min effort was to be Sordka 
(called Bjelonorsk on seme maps), since ho considered it to be the most im 
portant of ali the localities slong the Murmansk railroad, on account of 
the branch ine that started from there to Oboserskaja (on the line frav 
Wologia to Archangelek). He was willing to launch this attack mainly with 
Finnish forces, ani then to roll up the Soviet-Russian positions to the 
weat of the Murmansk line fren south to north, provided that the eee 
on the German Inetern front did not take a turn for the wores, diy ian : 
of Kannerheiats (attack on Seroka) was taken to the Gezsman teletype cvorstie,| 
when the train paesed through Helsinki, and sent to the OR by the Cem: 
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General ag a propossi. of : Manne rtedat S. On their arrival in Mikkeli they 
Learned that: a cotiplete change. had taken place in the. sittuetion an the 


German Eastern fronts The Corman ' forees in the cast were passing through 


. Sheir first grave orlelge Tohwin ‘and Wolchowstroj had had to be evacuated 


by the German tropes. The prospect of - uniting the German and Finnish fronta ‘ 


to the south of Lake tans and on the Swir hed thus dwindled to the vanish~ 
‘Ang. point. 3 


_ Marshal Mannerboin was mich shaken ‘by the withdrawal of the Gerran | 
Bastem fronts ite had “NOW ‘Jost aul confidence in the euccess of an attack 


against Sorela, singe he considered his Swir front greatly endangered. 


Repeated attempts on the German elde, in the beginning of (1942, to 


cause the Finnish Commander in Chief to carty through his own proposal of | 


an athack agadast Soroka naturally at with rejectian by Meunerheims The 


Marshal aid not wish to take any raw decisions for the time being » bub in~ 


tended % walt and see in pas way the - el-tuation on the Russian front dew 


veloped, ” 


Toward the end of ‘the winter: 8 ve Lininforned officer : from Finnish 
Headquarters maintained that the Karchal would have liked to launch the 


winter abbaek against Soroka, but ‘that the Finnish Government had thaarted 


hic’ ‘plane’ for politsoal. reapdnss The Finnish Government hed held that it. 


7 would be better to wait and B08 vhioh course the German eunmer offensive 
would take in 925 ‘Presumably’ at was less Anner=political reasons than 


the senaging attitude of the WaSiA, that ¢aused the Finnish Governnent to 


atop. itamertein from eunehdig | an attack in the late winter of 193-2, 
vs that ‘ime the Finnish Goverimant was “wider Aneriean pressure, The pure | 


poss af this praccare v waa to. force the. Finns. 4nto a ao itlement with Russia 
or at. Jeact to atop them from, Jewish'ing en attack against the Mamansk 
railroads, ‘ts Pinnieh, Government. had heard that the anevkeans, like the 


coe Finns ; ’ were toying to imep up normal relations, and that 8 declaration of 
. : war by anrtea wae not Likely, on condition, however, that the Finns did 

“not. start a new offonedves on the other hand, @ sucoe esful Finnish offensive 
against the darmanck line and the coneLusion of 8 treaty of alliance vith 
| Germany was: nore than ‘eonld. be tolerated > and would most certainly result 

{ : = an a deplaration of war by the WBahs The Finntoh Government » in fall 
ve 4 “agreenant with. the Finnish Perlienent, did net wich to break off diplooatic 

r fi: “relations: wae the United States under any conditions. 

cin the ‘sumer af 1942 the problem of en attack on the Murmansk line 
! ) agadn brought ws rut this tins by the Germans. 


J. “ide . OBRUAW FLAW you AN OFFENSIVE AGAINST SORORA (GFERATION "LAGHSPANG")# 
ao 9 duly 9k2, the Gerzan Gen¢ral at: Finni.eh Headquarters visited 
“the Commander in chief £OP Lapland General Dietl, in Revendomt, 
| "ht that tine the German 0 offensive of the socond var-tina ouiner was 
‘can an fw ods in the south of Russia. The German successes excooded ali 
ly . “expactatione, the news sent by ne ony to Finland were wry optinistic. 
pioth and Refurth agreed. that ie would be ‘unjustdfisble to leave the mtire 
| ho _ een rm ni a rt south were 
os © phghtting for a decision. te. attsck on the Ribsehd' Peninsula, which, se- 
co “ gonting to the plans of tae Ob, was te be launched by the German aray 
An Lapiand An the late sumer of 1942, did pot ‘geen to promise auch suc- 
| on - “one cay it the somansk 3 dane ould be reached and held at several points 


ae 
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could supplies. fron the. ‘U.S, be interrupted. “This would be a victory of 
great: Anport. Diet. deckaea to Jaunch .an atLack on Kandelieksha and :proba- 
bly a ‘gecondary: attack from lostinkd 4 Louhl. He intended to start 
oreratiions in Deceriber, s on condhthon that: ¥ernorbeim elmultaneously attacked 
- Soreka—Kem, “reurth: at once pointed out that there nowld not be sufficient — 
Flnnieh forces for an ettack, on. Soroka. . The Finns ‘gould only be won. over 

for this Blan. ir Army. Gr ap North vould first take Leningrad or the Finnish’ 
encirclement. troops north of Lefilngrad vere releved by this army groupe 

. ms) concent of the on fo1 . 
‘ etnet the ae , 
cone bo Roventond on Uy suly,, prom sed that Leningrad vould be, attacked in 


this plan of a Joint German-Finni sh abiack 


vumanek rad road WE. quickly dbtsined. General Jodlwho, had 


Septesber. ‘the heawy ertillery | was at being ES there from, _ 


Sebastepals « Oe 


“DMeth thought he would be able to launch his stein on Kandalaksha 
On 15. Qotetier, go that ‘the entire operatd.on against the Hurmansk’ railroad 
could ‘be completed by Shrfstmsies 
| Bverything depended on en nerheints willingness to cooperates the 
German General at Mikkeld Was instaueted by the OW on 22 duiy to inculre 
in what, way, the Fini ch igh, Conant Intended to participate: dn Dietl's: ot fen~ 
. eve sgainet ‘the Surmenctt ‘Une, ; ‘the Finnish, Chief of Staff é with whom opere 
ation tachafang" was first Atcqusced, said that it sceaed, juportant to him 
“that ‘the ) Murmanek Line chould be first reached end out by the Germans, 50 
‘that the Firinteh Parlement could nok, blame Firnich Headquarters ‘for the 
deolaration of war. by anorlee, vbdch wes to be expected. 

Manabe: Marmerhein wad adopts beesmee of the SOAS tt would nob: 


. rts un he 


ay 


| freeze hard. enough Ay Sot obers But be realized that Fy delay would give 


ae ies 


‘the 6 Soviets ‘the adventare of mone sopplies from tho U.S, wa the Murmansk: 
i railroads ‘Manrerhein!s written reply was handed; { £0 the Geman General on 
| fs 2 Auguet 19h The Marchal declared that in the main he was willing, to 
participate in the, compatens But his consent depended on several, conditions. 
ne The most. ‘Amportant wae that Leningrad be taken by thes Germans in Septonbory ; | 
and that tho Finnish divisions on the Care lian Tobhmus be relioved for the 
Finnish offensive against Soroka. In addition, vannerhedm pointed gat. that 


an advance east of the left flank of Army Group Horth and south of Lake | 
Ladoga into the area of fytesra (south of Lake Qnega) or as far as the 
_ middle of the. ‘bend in the Suir vould have the beat chance of relioving 
some of the Finntch sivicione whith were 60 urgently meted. 
ats. " Mannerhei nts condi tions were accepted by the. OK, except the one in 
_. whieh he denanded that the ‘Germans advanee south of Lake Ledogae | 
The reply was brought to Med en 15 August ty the Finnish Maison 


RE j 


: otto in the OxH; Geneve Talvela, * age the Merehal,’ = thus ran the reply 
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| nei sted on on pavence by Army Group North south of Lake Ladoga in an 
eastward direction, the German-Pinni sh offensive againot the Murmanels Line - 
would have to be cance Lied," The Germns could mt, in addition, advance 

aeross the Wolohon, By reseon of these objeotione Men nerhein, though not, 
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very, willingly, gewe up his demend for an offensive by Army Group North. 
Thus everything eeered, te ‘be dn onfer, oY) fer an the Finnieh and 
_ German plans went. ° The Pinnieh, President Ryti, who had been kept informed 
by. the Marshal about his meotiations, gave ris consent to operation 
_ Bat at saa yory manent se heey Soviet. attacke squat 


en ee 


= ‘the, aa front of the forede Ping ping Tentngred (ite bottle cout 6f Lake 
; Ladoga) upset, the German-Finnieh ‘ugveanente, “Phe initiative had passed, to 
ee the Russten side. "the Cowman ivishons being moved w north from the crinea 
for the attack on the: ‘southern ‘grant ot Leningtsd now ‘had to be enployed 
for ‘defensé. purposes on ‘the ‘@idangoral front southeast ‘of § Schinesselburg. 
The consequence Was & postpanenent of the joint. of fonsive egainst the tare 
7 ransk line from the fall of 392 to. the winters: “Under these circumstances 


fia the Ong cugeested participation wy: strong ‘Finnish: forces in the German ate 
ee tack on Leningrad (operation, Mlondlicht Nordlichte"*) 
IV. OPERASECH ONOROLTOR® | as - | _ . 
‘ vy in the eumer of wa, the Geman n request to cayport. the attack on 
Leningrad. agtively was exttmely: undesirable to he Finns. for political — 
reasones “the situation 1 8 mae an ; _  atferent”, oat the Finnich thier of 
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objective. If Operation 'Mondddht* had actually been implemented, the 
Finnieh have would probably have been extremely acdest. 

But fate wiiled differently, On 11 Saptonber & message from the 
Finnish General Tavela in Germany arrived at Mikkeli, saying that the 
attack on Leningrad would be: delayed, beouuse the plen was to widen the 
narrow passage on Lake Ladoga, southeast of Sehluesselburg, by means af 
a prior offensive. 

At the. beginning of cotober, General elves wae informed by the Ohieg 
of the Gernan Arne’ Forces Operations staff that the attack of Leningred 
would have to be postponed indefinitely, The forces of the Eleventh Amy, 
which had been employed on the Left flank of Army Group Korth south of the 
Gulf of Finland had tadn wenicened by losses and strain and needed rest. 
In addition, the enemy had assuned a menacing strength in the big breach 
on the right flank of Amy Group Worth and on the left flank of demy Ooey 
Genter, roughly on both. sides of the railroad to Welk Lukd, in the area - 
of Torepets. ‘The Gorman dine around this. breach was said to be very thine 


‘This tense chtuation cnened to male At advieable to refrain from an attack 


on Leningrad. 

What, in the beginning, bad been neant emily as a postponenent became 
conolusive in the sourée of. the ensuing weeks on 30 October 1942, the Ger- 
man General at Mikhels. revelved instrustions fron. the OKW (arvana Foroes 
Operations stats) to inform the Finnish Comuanier in Chief that the neces= 
sary conditdons for an attack on the Marsansk Mne, Loe, for the execution | 
of plasi "Laghatang," an whd.eh Finne and Germans were to have participated, 


Were AO Longer present and gould not be | speastebiinind until the jate winter 


N 


Oe of: AGRWIe rwortioth Fountain army: headquarters 4m Lapland had ‘shigted | 
_ to defense tasken ‘the Finns could, take it that ‘thexe would be. no Amportant 


tecke for Hem during the vdintors | ‘The ha tachofana’ and "Ke. orddieh he" dperations 


: were. never’ referred to ‘egain by” ether ‘Rinne ov op Germans. the effects of 


the fusedan offences against the Geman Eastern front fin the vinter of 


19hIL 9 became sd dooielve, i. thot the idea of an attacks in the northern area 


Was irrevocably given up by voth Germans and Finns. Once again the words 


of Thucydides hed con true —~ Mime and tide wait for no man," The tisie 


an’ ‘tide n or fair chance 2 to selze Leningrad had undoubtedly existed in the 
summer vg IDhLy | The fact that, due to the ‘yedueed etriking power of. the 


- dernans “and the political inhibitione af the ‘Finns, this opportunity IB 
. not ase, docietvely $ snfluenoed the course of the war on the Pinnieh ‘fronts 


: Ve “pTEAtO! AE OF Gi ENE URLATTONS ( SP EENG 1913) 


During the, entire war the Vase Ae repeatediy | tried to draw Finland from 


the German elds and make her agree to a settlenent with Russias Bagh tine 
the Finns: were on the verge of war wath the U.i. this ali Finnish politicians 


and statesmen sori ously endeavoured to avoid. the Filonish Governnent de~ 
manded that Finnish Yeadqartere give no cause for America to declare war 
on Finland. ‘thie ds the yeagon why tactical que stions Lise the Fannie 


offensive agednct, ‘the yurmansk line an the sdnter of Ldn ore: ‘handled 


with the greatest, care. by Finnioh Heaaquarterey a, at any tine and in. 
any piace ‘strategy woe 2 nked to foreign policy, i we in Bindands With 


great forbosranas the German dovernnmat matched bhe tortuous ways of tte 
| Finnish pelitics, considering he frequent excharlge of notes betwden to 
ss | am Fialend: as a haralese on A miatonte ‘fiirtatlons Bub in March aa 


| (Remeay, Linkenios, Tanner, Walden)» 
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this attitude changed rediendy's By reagon of 8 deterioration of the 
general eltuation ef the Axia Powers. (stalingrad and the wavering of the 
German Bastern front) a erisis had occurred in the interdor policy of 
Finland ry which found ite ezprassion in a reorganization. of the Finnish 
Governnent. the staunchest friends of: Germany (Prins Uinister Rangel, 


Foreign Mind eter Witting and some other niintcters) left the Gabinet, and 


Professor Linkonies became Prim Minister, Eric Rameay, Foreign Minister. 
Some days after the latter hed taken office, on 20 March 1943, he was given 
X note by the Anewioan charge at affaires from the State Department in which 
the U,5.A4. offered their services to the pins for mediation of their df= 
ferences with Soviet Rusela. | 
Minister Ramsay kept the German Anbassador in Heleinid in ignorance 
of this note, which was discussed dn the Foreign Comittee of the Cabinet 
On 22 Merch, Rampoy asked the Gernan Anbasesdr | to. arrange a secret 
flight to the Gernan Foreign Minketer for: “hin 
. On 2 March, Rameay gERve & personal reply to the American charge | 
at affelxes » in which he expressed hie gratitude for the generosity shown 
in the Auerieen note, He meld” that the American proposal. was of the ut- 
most Aaportine? for Finland, and asked for a more detailed statenent of 


Asoriean. Antentions. 


On 25 March, Ramsay flew to Berlin, whers on 26 March he had a Long 


. Gegussien with Ribbentrop. This meeting of the two Foreign Minicters was 
SMnfated, Ribbentrop reproasbed hie Finnish colleague bitterly with have 


ing entored’ inte close relations with the Amexicans, After 6 consultation 


gi ae cad a es ar 


a with hitler over the. telephone, nibbontrep demanded a lear statenent se 


Finnieh ‘Antentions and a presice deolaretion by the Pinnieh Governmert, 
to the effect that 1t would not conclude a trace or peace treaty with the 
Soviet Unien without the concurrence of Germanys _ 

Ribbontrop ineieted on an innediate ani definitive refusal of the 
Aneriean offer without waiting £ for a reply to Ramsay's Last mates the | 


mont would contact it ap to the wording of the note. The continued irtatten 

8 ‘of the Pinne with the U.S.A, would have to be stopped onee for all. 
al Ramesy departed disappointed and fall of resentient. He felt deeply 

; “offended by Ribbentropte unfriendly attitaie, ‘The relations between the 

tno Foreign Minieterg | ronained strained wnt never smproved agains This 

aicharmony spread to the ministries, The German Ambassador in Heleinid. 

was offended because Ramsay had rot taken him into his confidence from the 
beginning ani had not asked for be mediation. The result was that diplo- 

matic relaticne between Paniand and Germany considerably cooled. Consequently 

the Finns tried to transfer all matters to the military chennels A graat | 
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deal of debating ensued as to an objective se : enentt of ‘the amos 
: raised by the American note. 7 
in reupect to the reply to the U8. » the Finnieh Governnent sueiiea” 
with the wishes of the Germans. the text of the Finnish refusal was 
submitted to the German Governent before at was sent off. 1% eatisfied 
the latter. But with, regard to the svaon request of the Releh Govern 
nent (a formal promise vy the Finnioh Givernnant great: difficulties arose, 


on ths reasan this qiection 


| cinoe euoh a ‘thing was mnconsti bh onAL ES Ye 


eo 


cota nob be sottied beeen ‘the Finntch ana German Governments a was 
paseed from one government to ‘tie other though diphonatie channels, untd 
- greater eventa oseurred which made ae soem inetgniticant. The diplomatic 
_ channel. ‘betrem Berlin and Hol ebnteh reunined, blosked for several months. 
Ribbentrop, 00 80 a8 te oxmrt precsure on Finland, called ‘the German Amba. scador 
— te Borlin and Kept trim there for peveral monthse The German charge dtaf- 
falres in Hey etn cduplained that be did not receive any: information from 
the Pinnich Forelgn hind over and that his meee with the Finne were. 


fever and fener. - pit 
In the meant other Anotdents canned new dishameny between the tos 
countries fighting together, ‘Thus, ot the beginning of July 1913 when 
Berlin was about to alost and ‘forget the Germn-Finnich aitrerence: of 
‘opinion, a. Finntsti~Anerican Society | Was founded in Heleinkt. The German. 
reaction was that all official visite from Germany to Heleinkd were cate | 
4, eolleds -‘Tlere Was completa mnecrvainty about oe return of the Gorman 
| QO = Anbaseador to Finland. 
le ‘The. Labtorts return to Holsinkd on Ww hugo wan a pao curprioes 
The German Foreign Mind oter, who hadi finally given up the diplomatic 
struggle with the tough Finns, believed. that in thie way the stagnant 
German podtoy could be revived “but the, success waa not greats The Te - 
lations! between the German “Ambassader and . Pamenyy the Finnish Foreign 
ay Mindeter, ‘remedned frosty: in aiditicn, the Finne, during the five nonthe 
te ‘dhplimatie aArwele lasted, had got scqustoned to taking ali matters 
C- to the Maree, ab techy who Snerenaingly mde une of the German Genova 
an. n-th poprecentatton of the Finn sh wichoss 


1 ac al cea woes a lal a a 
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a a : “Fron tie spying of. 293 it becams a custon for the staboanon and poli- 
tioiahe he cane to report te the Vavsball at MAlkeliy $0. also pay a vialt 
‘to the Gorman General at Finnieh Headquarters. The railroad schedule was 
euch that travellers from Heleinkd. to Mikkel ued the night train for the 
Journey there and ‘baok,- and “wpent the aay at Mikkeli. Sines a was Manner 

— hedn!s cuaten to invite hie visitors we Junch, it became a habit for the 
German General to invite. them for dinner, they stayed ap the enall German 
mess witil it was time to drive to the erations At these informal ne ebings 
at the table of the Gorman ‘Genoral. all mattere that were of importance for 


oo 


Finnish economy and policy were discussed. As the Finns knew that the Ge~ 

ae neral had their Marehal! 8 confidence, » they talked without restraint. this 

did not lead to any unpleasant incidents, ince the harmony betwesn the. | 
Finns end the. emall. German staff wae never disturbed by indiseretions. 

Moreover, the relations between the German Anbassador and the Geman 

General. were nob disturbed by the lattert s growing inportance. They kept 


C : wp a close and frequent exchenge of ideasy ee were not touchy in such 
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matters and became permanent friends. 


We REPORTS BY pansion TO OBTAIN: SEPAOATE PEACE (SPRING 19dke) 

At the ‘beginning of af 19h Finniehlerman relations passed through a 
. seriou oriels, due. to a daplowatie move by the UeSehy 

on 9 February the Secretary of State, Ure Hud, made a ladt appeal 
on the alr to the Finns to withdras from the wars ‘chhorwiee ‘they could | 
not conntt os lenency von the peace tweaty wee signed. 

The seme wtinstan was handed An. the form of & nenorassdun to the: 
Pimteh Voreign wink eter in HoLetaied by_the UsG. charge at affaires, . } 


mS ¢ Pont a a | | ate 


: a petdaon swag the Koacow radio pagan to vredcast threats against Fin 
lend. The American ultinatun caused great nervousness among the Finnish 
politicians, The oppoattien econeidored the war lost for Gernany ani urged 
the Governnent te incutre after the conditions of the Soviet Union, Other 
palitical ehrales doomed 4% neosssary to show Fintond's good will toward = 
the UeSers Although the Firni eh Government, aid: nob sean willing to reply 

. “to the aanoraniun at firek, 4% was to be expected thet there would be great 

ca tension in Pariasent awl in the preas. 

a ‘ The politi¢eal situation in Finland bad witoubtedly beeone most dif 
ficult. A growing desive for peace was moticcable in the entire Finnish 
riatian: few. people believed in a German victory. But to nen of wero — 
staniing the posaltalitics of a Peace scemed slight. that had becane 
known through press and raiio of the Russian demands end conditions was 
considered wnsecaptable by all authoritative Finns, tow the Social- 
Denoerat Party appaaled to the Governnent to enquire about the. Soviet 

| fo “peace conditions. ‘The Covernnont was at the tine wrestling with the 

ae problem ag to whether to comply ‘with the wiehes of the Soclal-Denocrat 

Party and anger Hulls nenorandum. fiverywhere there wis & desire nat to 

impair relations vith. the 1.9.4. ‘The general nervousness Was enhanced ty 

cnene of 1h Pebrusry that the Finnish statesman Paasikiva, who was 

— te be a ruasophile (former Finnish Anbaseador to Koscou and com 

signatory of the Hoeoot ponce treaty of 1910) had flom to Stockholm as 

@ private person in andor to obtain information about the Soviet intentions. 
on 2 February, Paasikivi returned from Stockholm with the Soviet | 

ecnditione, It was only then that the FinnSeh Covernaent ainitted to the 


ae oe rr / nite | 
Geran finbassadter that Paselkivi had been to Stookholm for this Purpose. 
The gonditions We: 8 published in the Swedich newepapar Dagems ligheter at 
35 Fe Jbruary in a form correct in general, (proviclons of Moscow Peace Treaty, 
frontier of 1910, internment of German troops). The Parldanent was Iomadinte- 
‘Ay summoned, bub the aituatdon ronained unclarifiet, The ParlLanoct passed 
a vote of con iidonge ain the goverment of Linkonies and ‘adjourned ‘so as te . 
give its menbers 9 chanoe of consulting their conetituents in the lonely 
forest farmee 14 was reported that Mamarhein had given tthe Government & 
serious picture of the situation on ths front in the East. The Pinng were 
sopocially Anterested in the eituation of Anny Group North, which had de- 
terlorated greatly during the previous: peokie 

| Thi Forelgn Minister, on 16 February, had eadd that a withdrawal, by 
the Gernans to. the Bvins vould create an entirely new situation for Finland, 
Prominent Pinne, on every ecexein, pointed et how ‘sportant it was that 
| Rarve be kesb by the Germans on any secount. mereacpe se hed seentd.oned thi.b: . 
(Co + | to the German General on 2 Marche 


The eituation in Finland in the beginning of March Wbb was such that 
“while large and influential circles wore striving to end the war, the mae / 
jorsty of Parliament was not yet anclinsd to accept the peace conditions 
" Paasikivh had brought from Stockholas 

on 44 and ‘15 Bareh 19k» thess conditions werd debated in the Finnish 
ParLionent and rejected Bub the ‘nays were hesitant and cautious; it 
| wag ‘noticeable that the Parlianent would have. peoforwad te ansior din the 
| q. we affirmative. Tho Fioniés' reply contained a vequast for an dnterpretation 

of the Soviet conditions, Jt also caphacised ie Finne willingness to make 


a 
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a peace, Sh 


‘She Geman political influence on this decieloa ‘was very elight. It 


arty of the Soviet ‘conditions that was of decisive importance. 
‘This Upeacs-fecler" vhd.oh the Finns had gent out through Paagiiivi Was 


by no means rmiLified by Par itanent!s degision of 15 Yarch, Through the 


aiplonstic nedi.sbion of Sweden, at the. suggestion of the Soviet Ambassadress 


in Stockholm, Bree KolkentaJ > the Finnish Government was offered the inter~ 


pretatdon it’ had asked’ for in ite replys Thie diplonstie battle of wits, 
which was dirested from Stockholm, led to another reconnaissance journey by 
Pansikivi. “On this second journey, which he started in secret on 28 larch, 
and which Isd idm to Moscow, Paasikivi was no longer a private person. He 
was acioupanied’ by the bank direstor Enokedt, who later became Foreign Minie- 
tor when Manerhoin, as as State President, forned the Governnents The German 
Goverment had not been informed about this step of the Finns. 

| | When details about this eecond Journey: gradually seeped through, Finnieh 


Headquarters motivated it to the-Gocean General at Mkkel4 in roughly the 
following ways! "There ds no reaeon why we ehouwld not receive the interpre- 


tation af the dovist coniitions offered to uss Only if these throw some 
new light on the matter, which may influence our opinion on the situation, 


"wh they be brought before Parliament. The attituie of the Fingich Govem= 


ment is the ane r:) Batorey nadely that the original conditions are unascepta~ 


es pereonal reasons which Foreign Minister Ramsay offered were that 
the Pini ‘pation Was divided as to the peace ‘question and that 1t would 


have been, a fatal, caisson. on the part « of: the —— Goverment not to 


wero ee 


es to obtain the “Gnifomnaton offered. . 
‘The Finnish delegation in Eoseow had three neetings with Holoter, It 


was a great dicappaintwent. te the Finnish negotiators to =e out ee the 


Soviet Union aid. ‘not think of mitigating in any way the peace eadiilens 
they had: bean given dn stociholm, ‘On the contrary! Hoacow » in addition, 
demanded ‘geesion of the Pet samo region, Paasiiivi returned to Heleinid 
iin ‘the fret. daya: of Aprils "the Finnish Parlianent passed a vote of con= 
fidence in the Governmnt concerning the reply they intended to send to. 


be Yoscows The Finnish reply, dn which the Russian conditions were culled 
oF desk gnated as technically imposedble to mlfill, was paseed t to the ~ 


Soviet Government through Stockholm. 

During: ‘the’ entire period of the Pimdish peace campaign the German 
General. abs Wilskeld had been in close and almost daily contact with ‘the | 
Finnish Comander in Ghief and hie Chief of Staff ard was thus able to 

eupplenent, the reports of the German dbassador to the OF about the. de- 
velopeont: of the political situation in Finlant, | 

in the stabenente he made’ to General Erfurth, Narmerhein mpftetta of, 


the: paley of his Governnent ‘and considered it right that they had asked 

, for an Antarpravation of tie conditions. ‘Mrs. Koilontaj", sald the warchal, 
; had ‘pread rumor® in Stockholm to the: of feet ‘that the original condi tions 

; wand be considersbiy. or eopentielly. mitigated. The. fact that these rumors 


a - werg, fales was ‘not learned until Paaeikivi had zee from Mosoow," 


Ee Pinotan policy: caused great resentment on the part of the Gernan 


- tovernuents ‘The Chief of ‘the Wehrmacht: Qperations staff had asked the 


German General at ies. on 26 February what ‘the abtitude of the Finad ch 


ws pole wee le fe ee 


Headquarters WAS, and, he had denended full. Laformation & as to when the 
dovelofaont of the Finnich policy vould, reomire e cloned measures to be 


| taken for the German troops in Finland. 


On 21 February, the German sabaseator in HoLednied had given the Fin- 


nish Foreden winister a sharp: note, 


- ithough the reports of the Gernan 1 Goneral at scat ane ina calm 
tone ard the fact. was emphasised again and agein thet there did not se en 
to be Anninent danger, for the time being, of geoespion. by Finland, Hitler 


and the W ebrmacht operatdene staff became naoh ‘Bupited about the eftuatdon 


in Hel cinkle On 29 February the Geman General wae again instructed to. 
‘Keep the OK posted andy 4P necessary, point ont if the German Comnanter 
an Gniot an Lapland was to be given new Anstructi.oné, 
¥hen, on 4 april, th Pinndsh Gonerad in the re took leave pol 

‘Keitel to fy ho 108 for Banter, the Chief of the os pointed out to hin the « | 
“great otrain which would be placed not enly on Finland and its Army but 
‘also on the German. aruy ‘in Lapland because ‘of the Moscow negotiations. 

| General Gesterusnn, successor of General ‘Palvela, wae asked to bring : 
a elear answer from the Marshal on hie reburn from Finland as to what was 
to happens He wes told by Keitel thet even when Panaiid.vi started on hie 
second journey the “ question had been under diseussion dn the OKW as to 


whether the German: capply of ares to Finland should be: ctopped. this wes 


i: veiled tireat by Hitler to a brother-in-arne who seemed shout to nae 


a , separate course. 


Hitler's sympathy for the Pimioh nation, which had been grest during | 
the first two voare, af the war against the Soviet Union, hed decreased in 


pene : eS: aa Se | ee 


{| ; : x ‘tho eourne. of tans Sone net very ‘yest articles in Finish newspapers 
ee ard the stetenent, repented | ot only by ‘the press but 21.80 by official . 
| agencies, ‘that Finland. was. waging a separate var with the Sovdet Union, 
and aad. not partiotpate | dn the ver cs the great poner, had nade him re- 
sont ful. But the elinax. came when. tthe Pinniéh Governsent. entered upon 
| negotiations | concerning a ‘trade: without proviously dniorming | ‘che Gersan 
; | | ‘Governments Distrust) ard resentful as he WAR, hitler had probably only 
pe S. : been, waiting: for the sionent when he ould ‘how the Panne their mistake. 


\ : 

roe ; : This monent acened to hint to. have, ‘come when, oa 18 aor, the Finnish re — 
tueal had beon handed to the Rugetane dn stoclhols. 
Vite Bi cua sano oH ARMS 1O FINLAND . 
oo On 19 apr the Gerzan General a viekeld. voeat vod information from 
the puckrer's Headsuartore to the ‘eftest that the Gernen cupply: BE. arms 

i ee to Pindend Was to be stopped oe noes «neath could be nade Jen tiogle 

| O tems shich orved tho nme slate uiainbemines of Finnish fighting strength. 

: C3 a This was a heavy blow to the anne, who sould not continue the war even for 


’ 
a fou weeks watthout Geman -sopphiass 


; _ . She yoaron given. far thie grave measure vas the aneypatbota way in 
a s0n8 Pimieh papers had webiten of the evacuaton of the University 
of varta in Eatontiae thie. poor pretext aad not convinee the Finns, sinoe 

the Torta Anctaent had rensined prectisally ‘wmnotd.esd by the Finnish publics 
Yore dangerous was the onder ven | to the German. agencies in Findant to 
keep thie wharge socret from the Finn ageroiee, with which the Germans 
ae hat w to that tine cogperdted, closely}, they would be euspected of te 
= retubtaity and: tose tor te Pain would very Boat notied. that 
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the sqpplion fron Gormnny were nob arriving as annouond, ‘Thus the ine 
depentert, action of the Finns ani Hitler's resentoent hot deeply dleturbed 
the brotherly relations between Finns and Germans. During the ensuing 
weeks all persone who cared for tines good relations worked hand to oaln 
Hitler's anger and te reatore the old brothethoad~in-arne. But al} that 
was witertaken in thie respoot (a welt of the German General, accomparted 
by the Pinnieh Chiat of Staff, to Hitler's Recdqusrters on 28 April, where 
. Aiequesions with Hedtel ant Jodi took places smi correspendense be tusen 
= Bannerbeim and Hitler) could not remow the obstacle. Neither war sateriel 
' nor grain chips arrived. ‘the 40,000 tons of grain thet had been prosileod 
tho Finne to tide thom over until the new herve) cover arrived. There did 
not esam to be ang way to restore the eonfidence of Bitler. 

On & dune, Hannerbein ani hs Geran Gemral disquesed et grec length 
a letter of Hitler's written on 1 June to the Marshal, in which he complained 
about the polley of the Finnish Gowernsent. In it Hitler declared curtly 
ee that at a time when the Germans ware fighting perhaps the most decisive war 
sh thw wordt history he did nob feel he could toke the reapansihiiity of 
depriving then of « single weapon without inouing for cortain that At would 
be pat to good use elsohere. | 
ss queabedas hed been such depressed by thin letter. Although he bine 
sole jad note use of military channels during the past year to present 
Finnish wiches quickly end direatiy, he found it inconvenient shen ss a 
remit Ritler pusbed the responsibility for the Finnish policy ento his 
shoulders and placed oll German grievances on his desk, since he did not 
consider himself competent. 7 | 


a 
4 
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This was the result of the drying up of the aipluatic channel 
betneen Germany and Finland due, to the disharmony between Ribbentrop and 
Rameay, and the fast that the Finns. had not tried to pour new life into 
it. that am I to dort sad the aoe on i June 1944 to his German General, 
noe can we pacity the Fuehrert™ my | 


General Brfarth pointed out that the Fushrerts words, as fer as ‘they 
concerned the Marchal, personally, showed warmth and sondiality, and that 


: he had talied of the Finnteh Armed Forces with undiminished respecte 


In Hitler's opinion the Finnish policy of the last months had impaired 
the ‘over-all conduct of operations. He felt resentful because ke had not 
been informed about the Finnish ‘Antentions to noun the Rusalans out as 
to peace condi tions, with the intentdon of bringing about a consolidation 
of the political situation in the interior (80 the enger was directed 


ret fate! 


against the politicians alone). Through this omis elon Hitler" 8 confidence: 
"dn the Finni ch dovernnent had been soriously shaken. Mamerhein yeplied 


thet he understood The, Fuehrer! 8 feolings aompletelys but the nation had 
to be thom that a tolereble peace with Yoscow was not to be’ obtained. 


| Then the arch suggested that the fact that the Reich Government had 


been infamed BO late might perhaps be traced back to the tension between 
Rabbentrop and Ransay. ‘The latter, who had “just taken of fi¢e without any 
experience in ‘the condust of foreign policy, had net with a bad reception 


when he had. flow to Berlin to discuss with Ribbentrop, the U,S. note to 
“Finland, At that, tim he ‘hed doen atitely told that a *reply by Finland would | 


be a betrayal of the Sommen cause « 
“tahiise that tine", Mannethein continued, : Mere von Ribbentrop’ ‘bears | 


‘ dl 


| : not understand why witlor had vetoed his grievances in a Letter to the 
: Marshall since te Latter VaR not competent in the abters | 


‘ a ‘ gonands." 


| a rate seat’ » Vee But vat ae to happen now bea we do not got any. 

| | arms, from Commanys, He shall be defeated. Bd ue had known that Gomany 
would one, aay refuse to give v us arms, we! “ehould have never decided to 

-, enter the ware our beliet an cernenyta victory, but also dn her heap, 
nade us choose this. eourse, ‘The. political coniat-Lons in Finland are euch 


that governsent and pubic ¢ opiniea as: ‘roprosentod in the shacmstia must 


G onsury’ n. 


‘On that same aey ‘the Gorman General. had. a talk with the Fimish Chiet 


of Statt. abou ib. itbler's letton General: Heinrichs said that he had not 
; understood why. ‘in Berohtosgaden, on et April, all this resentuont bad been 

expressed toviard himy and why Keitel and Jodi. had pushed all the repponsi~ 
 pility, for the Finnish poley onto his shoulders, In the bape way he could 


Genera, Erfurth. pointed, out that-he also was in an eotreordinary i 


: a uti, eines the Gernian Aubaseator Wes, the one. to handle political come 
ete plaints by. the Reichs But the anbassedor would probably not know anything 7 
Me : about Hitler's lettor, ‘The diplonatie channel was unfortunately as yet 

| > _unavaliledbles, However , the. fect that Hitler hed mitten to eile 

chowed ‘that the confidence. between them ati existed, 


‘ghe bame aay again the Finrich chiet of State said, ngyidently we 


_ chat, be ask to. mie binding promives and undertake definite. vespona< 
is pasty fe: a wall, be. nest. arettoult, to ive the asstiranos which Gomany 


On te  fotlentes aw the Pinata apered in the oni we ig 
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Talvela ~— ‘cans to eas the Geman ‘General, pe mew about the teneion in 


| derman-Pinnioh, ‘yelations, From hie astivities in the Reich, he said, ie 


knew that Germany had repentedly tried to ooneiude a weitten pact. vith 


inland. “Bot the latter had alnays avolded Lt, ainos the Pinndeh Govern- 


nent knew that ParLianant would ndver give Abe consents 
Nor were the Germans ‘glear: a6 to hens this disharmony hotween Finns 
and Germaine sould be renoved. On & June General Jad ent a sire to the 


German General at Mikkel. saying that Bitler reamed to axpect a polities 
| deqlaration ey af atterpt to owtablich contact on the part of the Pinnieh 


Governsont. In his opinten this orlele of confidense could only be solved 
through political channels. 
the eftua tion was: entangled e422 nore by the fant thet the German 


Amba seador in Hehetnikh hat reoekved no Anstroctd.ons as to how he was te 


Continue to implement German policies. He hea not even been informed by 


: the Foreign Office shout Hitler's latter to Mannerhohme Her hed be any 


information as to the statue of the enbargo on oxms and grain decreed by 
Hitler. Urged by Foredgn Binkoter Rameay to enquire about the niscing 
40,000 tons of 30 he hat contacted the Foreign Office in Berlin and An 


- baasador Schnurra, but had not learnt. anything. 


It seened ap if. the Gordian imot in the German-¥imich re 
could rot te untied by ang diplonatis er politioal. manne At thot manent 
fate intervened. and cut the knot with one strokes | 
| on 9 duns, the Soviet offerinive on the Garedi.an Tethmus began. In 
view of the iominent collapse ef the Finnie dag anise eyeteny an anirey | 
nom situation had boon ereated palitieatiy and wilstartiy, 


y 
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VIII, ME SOMEES OFFENSIVE ADATHSS HE FINNISH FRONT a 
vy wath the eleuantal foros of a trenenious stom, the abtask of ‘the 
Red Army broke lose over the Carelian Tethms on 9 and 10 June 94h, 
| orushing any. Kein of reci.stanse in the Fimish sector under attacks To the 
Finns thie’ at tak came asa 2 complete carprises Like water through a breach 


in a dam the Rusefan tanks and batteries, supported by an ehormous number 
of aircraft, thease through the gap. in tha Finnieh front Ps peeing: 
deeply into the hinterlend. An at tenpt to seal off this penetration pure 
hopeless. | 
AS oatly &B 12 dune the Fini sh Chief of Staff asked the German General 
at wikkels to ‘petition the OW to set the arms and srmnition sapply of 
Germany to Finland going again | as quickly as possible. On the following 
day the situation on the front had deteriorated. Mennerhaia aidreseed — 
two requests, to the Gorman General. ‘Since the weak Finnish Air Fores was 
untcuel to the pressure of the trenemious Soviet suport pity, the Finnteb 
Commander 4n Chie” asked ter the eupport ef the German Luttuafte in the 
ares ‘under attack. Furthermore, the Marshal asked for speedy delivery of the 
| aizomft, asnault ond antitank guns that had been. sapped in ‘Germanys: 
Despite the previcns distension Germany quiekly helped the Finne. As 
early as 12 June, Finnish Hesdquarters was informed that. the supply of 
| ammunition and grain had beon continued, In addition, & large number of | 
| Sm antdatroratt artiliery waa released by the OM for Finland. 
Tbe ‘laek of modem antitank cLose~céabat weapons in the Finnish Ary 
. wae | eapectaty. oritioals The Finnish soldiers, who fought with the utmost | 
bravery, could nat cope. with ‘the. pusdtan tanks. at the aquest of the 
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(} Pinney on 22 June the German General, asind the Wehraacht Operations staff 
| for spociy delivery of close~canbat antitonk WO2PONnS« 7 

“The edtustion on ‘the Finnieh front worsened rapidly. on 15 dune | 
Mennorheim asked the German General through the Chict of state to do his 
utzoat. to speed up the German cupply of war naterial. 

So as to relieve the vulnerabis lack in antitank. clese-combat: weapane, 
General Erfurth furnished quigk ssaistance from Lapland threagh ‘the German 
Twentieth Hountain Arny headquarters. 

my | Ga 16 Jum one tighter and one closemsupport squadron from the area 
of Aray Group North arrived and were placed at the disposal of the Finnish 
Commander in Ghief for cig Loyonnt on the Garelian Iethme, A torpedo boat 
and airoraft brought antdtank elose-conbat Weapons from Germany. The Fo 
tiiery that had been promised by Germany in Nareh, but had been shopped, 
was released by the OK. On the same day Mannerhedm asked for additional 

. assault guns and tanks fron Germany. 
Ok 8 Aa the edtuation on the Cerelian front continued to deteriomte, on 


Tine 


C * Lae 
ae 47 gane Marmexhe dni desided to withdraw te a line ra ig from Vidpurt to 


Vuckekd and to link up. his troops with the forges that hed been moved up 
from ‘the area” east of Lal Ladoga. it also became necessary slowly to 
| ins withdraw the troops on the Swir front in & northerly directien, ; 
: Ss | - the eituatLon was righty cons dered vary grave by the Pasmich Govermn~ : 
- monte the | Cabinet had Long conferees, but ite desielons were ‘nob made | 
. rahi ae 
The. strongest « eneny ‘pressure was directed ageinet vidyurd On hy 
June rs ‘Rupaden ¢ attack was 8 Amnshed against the Pinodteh  poettions on the 


one 


CO 


MS y PeOllbb an Bae 


| evi) whish had been partly evacuated. . tse Finns rithirew but  enengod dn 


a : delaying ‘action. 
‘the Pinnich Chist of Staff, on this aay, eubnitted tuo cnacttons to 


| the Gorman ‘General at Mikkelds 


(1) 1s the contimmebion of the war by the Pinne of such importance 
‘to Germany that she is willing to furnish other aid than that 
hitherto granted? . 
(2) Is Gerasny able and willing to make stronger foroes (about 
six divisions) available for action 4n the southem sector 
of the Koscow Position" (this was the Fannieh name for the 
uncompleted defense line along the new frontier of 1940) 
betnom the Gulf of Pinlend ani ‘as fer a Lake Salma BO. 
as to guarantees protection for the Finnish forces fighting 
along the Viipuri-Vucked. line? 
‘On the following déy, 20 June, the Finnish Chief of Staff resuned his 


tolks and adaitted that on the previous day he had epoleen with the consent 


and ab the request of the Harshal. . . 
‘several, discussions over the telephone with the Oli took places To 
his first inquiry Erfurth got the: anewer that Hitler was willing to help 


Finiand, “The OW was sopocioLly | interested as to whether Mannerhein! a 
request for German aid vas also supported by the political agenaten in. 


Pinland. ‘Hitler obviously reckoned with the faat that the Finns, forosd 

by cirometancee, would 1 now 1 make the ‘concessions they had ” to then with 
held. | oo so. 
| ae later os tin ata that Hitler was willing 


} ‘ 
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{> te holp rasnand, bat on condition that the Vidpurk Fuca line was halds 
. Erfurth wae inctruoted ‘to plage great ptress of thins aphoymnts of Geran 
“forees in tha frontier pocktten in the rear was ont of the canethon, The 
Firas woul! have to fight to hold the above linc. 9a fist inetalnent 
of Gemmnn aid the Fins xonld obtain one ansanitqun brigade end one olotie~ 
support squadron (fran the ‘area of Amy Group Rorth). 
Further Goran unite were to follow. The dine and duly quites of war 
materiel vere to te sent with the grestest epoads 
O).. - 16 tan potctad out to Befurt hon teportent $8 nap for ha to wet:h 
the iittaryepolstioal oktuntdene 
Viipurd was lost on al. dante This was sopactelly pabrteal foe the 
' Finns. There vere no signs of a change tn the political eltuntion. Mane 
nerheim held a necting tj he Restqurters with the highaat Finnish : 
personalities: the Pinnich Prenident, the Poreden idnister, and the Uefense:. 
Hinleter caso to Hikkelt, | 
Tt wae learnt thatthe Harsha had reported on tho eituation and hie 
nents en een tn nee 7 
of the eituabion, the Finns would have to hold cute . 
tte Gest cohelon of the German avaaulteaan brigede arrived and was. 
unshipped in the pert of Heheinide ‘The Geman ORS announcod by wire that 
the Geman 1228 Divinton woud bogin te arrive in Finland on 27. Cea 
the Gorman diwe betters rere sent inte ‘sotden on thet: day and proved 
noct sctistuctory An difones againet the Kunaken attacin east of Viigurte 
c. Jopfuliy Vanrerheta told bs Gorman General thot the Finnie soldiers hed | 
£ cheered ast vgs the German venbers had dropped ttolr begabe over the 
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Rusetan posttdonss The atimonphere at Finnich Readquartere had comsuhat ime 
provede | 


On 22 June ‘the Red Army evosded the Swir on both aides of Ledeinoje 


 Poljes ‘The Ruselans ‘came in contact only with Finnish rear guards who 


withdrew nortimard., On 23 June there ‘was 4 great surprise, In the early 


. morning the’ German General at Hikkell “was informed ever the telephone by —- ~ 


the German Ambassador in Helsinks that the German Foreign Minister had ar~ 

rived on the previous evening and wag staying at the Enbasay. Ribbentrop 

had'to talk to the Gorman General, that same afternoon, come what may, 
Yhereupon General Erfurth flew to Heleinki and in the afternamn had 

a Leng conference. with Pibbentarops the latter gave the following ‘Anfornationt 
Hitler. had sent, hin to Finland to bring about an unambiguous clari~ 

ftaatton of. German-Finhich relations. The Fuchror demanded a clear. and. 


publi dea} aration that Finland wason the aide of Germanys If this. decla~ 
ration was. not given there was danger that the aid, part of which had already 


arrived, would, te stopped. This would, covar: ‘not only the unite that had are’ 


rived and thood: that. were on their way to Finland, but also the ams cupply 
and even the situation of the German army in Lapland, Hitler folt that he 


could ne Longer assume responsibiity before the Gorman. nabian for cone 


7 tinving to give German weapons. tor a cause which had beers unoerthin ° 
: ; ‘the theory put fertard by. Finnieh politiedans ara etatenuen of a ‘geparate 
. Pannish war, was no Lenger tenable, singe the request for inoresced aid in 


arne. bat not only been cupraseed by. the military buat alse by the political 


Leaters of Finland. Hitler had asstgned the following aid to Finland: . 


tne 0 asrault-eun brhgados and one infentry ‘division with an assawltegui 
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{ : battalion. : : | 
‘Hitler would also be wi tting * te peek aiditional heap. ae the naa 
required and it was porsible to do, 50s 
-Bibbentrop said that he had hed a long conference vith the. Finnish 
| President the previous evening, but that it had ended in a deadlock. 
Ryt4 had. indicated doubts as to whether the promised German aid vould be. 
| : eufficient. Se hat aimitted that he was not a military expert, ‘but that 
| Mamerhelm had elven him @ peseinistic picture of the eituation on the 
: yy front and also of the military poseibilities of Finlard. | : — 
a : Ribbentrop explained that Goneral Eréurth haa been placed at his 
disposal by Hitler as a military expert. It would be the task of the 
German General to mis, Marnerhedm send an opinion to the President in the 


approximately following wont ings "Ig this German aid arrives: the Finns 
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"will probably be in a position to master tre eitudtion at the frat." 
| It would also be very Amportant if Mannerhedn contd be Andueed to 
give his opinion on how essential and decisive the German aid Wass The 


Marshal, Ribbentrop declared, would probably be convinved that the Fine 
could not hold out without German aid. Brfurth should Sndicate in his 
oe neebing with Hannerhedm that. the deoisive hour’ hed come for Finland. _ 
‘The journey of tte Geman Fared.gn Minioter to. Hel eink wae a great 

take to risk but also at ad attenpt made by Biter, such a step could 
not. be repeated. If Ribbentrop had to fly back without having attained: 

: his end, Finns ani Germans fron’ that day onnard vould par ewe different | 
| pathes ‘Ribbentrop vould stay in NeLednk for another dey and be ready 
to continu discussions with. the Finnish Goverment, but he would have 
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is a uEDSUESEE PACT a aN ag AMD: pINARD 
it was evident thet the German Goverment thought that the tin had 
_ Soue 0" male the bane pact with: Finlasd to ‘which, the Germans bad sical 
for a Long: tines Bat ‘thie ‘eppoeition in Findant against this: pact had not 
~ ‘be@ome any wanker, in opie of the great dictre? of. the Fisndsh peoples 
—— Goniitions were riot 60 simple as “Bibbontrop maghreds 
ee ia General Befurth’ flaw back to Hiidkeld on 2h dune and was at once re- 


: C: eotved by’ the Harsha. in the ‘presence of his hier of Stats Atter a long . 


dilsmuseion ‘Mamorbeln declared hincelé nilddng to contact ‘the agencies in 
. acute cy to tke > weve and, inportanee of’ ‘the ea 
- tumediately after the’ General had loft Mametbeln, President Ryth 


Foreign Minkebaer Ramsey, an Hafenos. wink ster Walden arrived at Mikkel and’ 


ss rn . ~~ had a ‘Long gonference with ‘tha Yerahals Fron ¢ & ‘eonfidontdal sourds the 

_ : . | German Ssneral learnt that the aketioultios hey in the correct. forsulation 
of ‘the political ‘and const tutional, questions which were to decide the fate 
of the Finnieh’ nation, The diffieulty was not so much the military opinion, 
but te find the: most euitable wonte for dts in the avendng the Finnish 
statesmen | flew ‘baal +0 Helstaid, without a aevicion having ‘been bakers - 


j oe ae : The, net ‘day, too, vas: full of Halting and tonsions Ribbentrop, who 
aoe 7 inpatient, ‘and in the afternoon 


| had iitended to Leave on, ‘that day) 
kp _saed 3 ddecuss further formations 


7 ‘ae began to pias, tor a deckatins 
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‘Yosastenia and ecpeetsnsion prevailed in Finnish. Headquarters lest 
the innerpolitdeal oituation becom difficult 4¢ foreign affairs came to 
‘a head. The Government noeded the confidences of the Parliament. A conflict 
on this matior might again revive the old hostility between White and Red 
in the Finnish nation, i had been the ease in the 1918-1920 Firnish War 
of IAberation, Dieturbaneos in the country might reeult in a veakening of 

the front. i | 
Manne hed. iniieated a desire that the German General help ty pre 
senting the situation to the Wehrmacht Operations staff. Bub Generel 
Erfurth hod to decline this request, since the Senden’ of German foreign 
policy: was in the hands of the Foreign Minister, who was acting in accord— 

| ance vith ‘the inatructions he had reacived from Hitler. &rfurth pointed 
: out that, on ah June, he hed & Luited miseion assigned to him by Ribbentrop, 
whioh ‘had been complicted after his report to the Marshal. od 
"fe as to bo near the conter of tension Erfurth again flew to Heleink! 

on 26. Sane ; where he fom the situation very obsoure. A sitting of the 

Gbnet hea teatoon place’ ‘on the preceding evening. The majority of the 
Ministers was said to have been in favor of compliance with the German 
requests, But all. noubere of the Cabinet, had beon of the opinion that the 
natter would have to be submitted to Parlianent. Rameay tai been very 

ponsinistic, 
_ _ Ribbenteap bed ‘postponed his departure, waiting rith impatience for a 
solution. Se, 4 

“nthe courte of tha atornden the aituatiton eaddenly changed. The. 
ty state lnnyera hat mantle foubd oct hat She Prectdect conld make th 


oe hatancatane aires hee a 


declaration dostred by the German Governsent without the portdot patton 
of the Finnieh Parliament, In the evening the nets was that Prvaident Rytd 
had stated that he was miiing te make the deolaration in a letter to Hitler. | 


In eadition, after the agreement with Ribbentrop, the Finnish Prine Minister: 


Linkontes was ‘to eo an the. air to speak to the Finndeh nation, Angorm it 
about ‘the aituation, and exprese. the deterainatSon of the Finnish dowern- 


nentt to continue the war against Rusala on the aide of Germany, and nob to 


put dom ite arms. without previous agresnent with the Reich Government (this 
address was. given on: a sey). 

When, on a7 dune, Ribbentrop revurned te Germany a olen he had | 
the letter of State Preal.dent Rytd to Hitler in hie pooket, It looked as 


“Af Gorman diploma had achieved a great victory in Finland, But it was, 
clear to ala persons of Juulgnont that this "id sun Pact" between Germany 


and Pintand sould endure only Af the situation of the Redgh and ite allies 


did not deteriorate, only if the German Bastorn front was able to withe 
otand the: ascaults of the Red Amy was there cone prospect that the Fine 
coula onthe: tthe wor against Soviet Rusata on the German ride. . 


Xe ‘BESTONATE ON oF PRESIDENT RYTT 

In the vast expanses: ‘of White: Russia tite German Arny in the East re- 
caved 8 cerdous setback in the eammer of Wlk» The offensive of the Red 
Amay against: arny Group Center ed te a quick and complete collapse of this - 
group. ‘the Soviet breach was soon widened and expanded to take in the | 
front. af arog ‘Group North, ‘The Wehrnncht Aigh Command had to move every. 
availiable unit to tho Gorman Eater fron’ in support. of its forces. Thus ye 


el promedts for: aia to » Pindand! deteriorated, 
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Of: the unite that hal been promised by the German Foreign Minister, 
“one sscault—gan brigede, and the 1224 Diviedon had arrived in Finland by 
the end of June. 
Those units had arrived very ging: and the Finnish press had been 
very pleased about the swift German aide But then the transpertation of 
German troops to Finland stopped. | 
The uarshal, on 3 duly, expressed his uneasiness to his German General. 
_ about the fact that no more German units were arriving. Even the units 
4.) that had already been announesd hed been . ‘retained. Tha Merehal said that 
al as a soldier he had full understanding for the difficult situatian in 
which the German High Command was at the moment. He added that hie omn 
responsibility only covered Finland. the Finnish Aray was already fighting 
on old Finnish territory. . Tt was absolutely necessary: for the. situation 
on the Finnish front to be sabiliced. But this was only pos sible with 
Geman aids On the Finnish front politics ani warfare were clogely inter~ 
(es . woven. Each setback on the front would agitate ‘the paliticians in Heleink, 
£ 7 he said. He had to inform the German General that it wae only due to his 
gw intervention that the political pact with Germany hed been signed. 
Without his advice Ryti and the Finnish Government would never have given 
their consent to the conclusion of the "Mideumer Pact’. He had said to the 
Finnish President’ and the Mink esters: "Philosophizing is of no use to ws. Aid 
in ame mist be accepted wherever it coms from". | 
But weapons were not enough, additional units would have to come from 
\Germny. If these did not arrive, not only would the situation on the front 
deteriorate, but in addition his authority with the Finnish President and the 
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Goverhnent, “would be shaken, The Marchal asked the German General to do 
his very: ‘best to start transportation of. farther Geren troops to Finland, 
The ebtitude of the Mershal, was ‘understood by the Germans, since the 
Red Arey was not only contdming: its. abtack on the Carelian Lethmus east 
of Viipuri, but was algo exerting great preseure om the weak Finnich 
fortes cast of Leke Laiogss a | 
Unfortunately the German High Command, dw to the erieis on the Eastern 
front, . VAs no longer in a posktien to fulfill the assurances made by Fib~ 
bentrop, The reply te the Marshal’ 6. wishes for Gorm ald arrived on 5 duly 
fron Hitler's. Headamrters. The. ORY stated that it would be impossible to 
send a further German divieion to Finland » but promised aid in heavy 
weapons. Hitler had personally given hie attention to the Finnish request. 
He knew very Well -~ ~ such vag his meseage to Hannerheim through the German 
General at Mikkeli -- that he could not rete) all of Mannerhedmts requests, 
but he had done what he could, And even that had been very difficult, He 
much regretted thet, at the manent, 4% was imposelble to send ancther di- 
visions. but in compensation he would send heaty anne in great quantity to 
| It wae to be expected that yannerhelm, would be dteappointed by the 
German aneier, But with the realisn that is characteristic ‘of all. Finns 3 
he saw that he could not expect more help from an ally engaged in fprce 
fighting. Ke had a conference with the German General on § duly at which 
the Finnish Chier of Staff wap also present. Atter Hennerhein, with the 
courtesy of a grand enkgneur, hed thenked the German General for "the in- 
eatinable services he had recently: rendered to the Manish Armed Forces 
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by opensortng the wi ehe s of the Marshal. to the On Hain respedt te sid in 
weapons and. troops", he passed on to the: core of the matter and shabel 
that he was very worried about the. situation on the Finnish front. - Apeord= | 
ing éo the dnformtion shout the enemy, he had to conclude that a new 
| large-scale attock was about to be ‘Launched. This of fen sive without in- 
terruption, which would probably continue for poms length of tim, was a great 
strain on the strength of the Finnich forces. ‘The losses sustained since 
the Ruselan ‘offensive were very considerable $ the possibliity of filling 
© , the gaps with new troops war very Linited. For this reason he urgently needed 
C) "the weapone promised by Germany. Ee asked the German General to do. his ubagat 
to speed up the transportation of the arms and anumition, and to see to it . 
that the dates Mxed were not postponed. 
The following ‘days brought. bad. news from the front. The ue dane 
succeeded in foming a bridgehesd on the Carelian Isthaus by crossing ‘the | 
Vucked north of Ayragpasaes - This bridgehead resisted all attempts by. the . 
€ a. Finns to eliminate: it. East of Lake Ladoga the Russians penetrated deohty 
Cc ‘ | | into the Finnieh. front an the: direction of Loimola. This ted to a furtha | 
withdrawal by the Finns in this theater of war. In addition, the develop- Ss 
nent af the situation: south of the Gulf of Finland caused great enxiety. | 
-athonsh the Finnieh General in the OXR wired that the Germans in- 
tended, to hold the Baltie countries, serous doubts prevailed in Finni.eh | 
Headquarters ae to whether Germany would have saffietent forces te do this, . 
the growing inoertainty of the Finns and the pessinian that prevailed 
in HeLatani caused Prine ini ater Linkomies, Foreign Hiniater Ramesy s and 
. Defence: Mind ster Walden to come to ‘Mikkeld on 13 July for Py conference 
with the Marshals 
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- It was a favorable elreunstance that « on ‘anstvel of the Finnish ints 


. tere a wire came from the Finnich General, at the, German OKH, Mie roughly — 


the following wording: "Large-scale measures 6 ‘ctabhlize situation in 

central Eastern front have ‘been initiated. Fresn troops being concentrated. 

Intention is to hold Baltic States. Report follows," 

After the Ministers had Matened to a report on the situation on all 
fronts, they had flown back to Helsinki on the morning of 14 duly, satisfied 
with the news and information they had received. . 

But the Marshal. obviously did not have very great confidence in the 
information of nis representative in Germatiy, especially as the German 
General at Hikkeld had vot learnt anything ebout the Warge-scale measures 
on the Garman Bastern front". For thie reason he summoned the Finnish 
General. to. his Headquarters, to obtedn a clear picture.of the German 
counter‘neasures against: ‘the Russian offensive. : 

‘the information ‘which the Finnish General. brought to Mikkeli from the 
Wohrisacht Operations staff sounded most promisings — . 

Owing to the Russian largegseale offensive the strength of the German 
front had been decreased by roughly ten divisions, The other divisions, 
whose strength had been impaired and which had been withdrawn, could. be | 
replaced again. 

| Motorized unite and infantry diviclone were being moved up to the - 

_ front (part to be sent into ation in July, the bulk probably at the be- 
ginning of August). The intention was to defend the Baltic countries 
and to hold every inch of ‘the poll. Rear. positions along the San and 
Vistula Rivers and the bonier of Hast-Prusala had been under construction 
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rs fer eons times | : 

- The consolidation of ‘the ed bution thus depended only on vhether the 
Soviets would give the Germans tdme to carry ‘through the counterneasures 
they had inttdated. From the fact thet two assault—gun brigades, voich . 
had been announced for delivery in: South Finland on ay and 19 July, were 
cancelled without the promise of a ‘substitute, » whe Finns had to draw the 
conclusion that the German High Command had no other resources to reel the 
gaps in the Tastern front. The Marshal took thie ennoetiatlen very serous~ 

co aoe 

C) 


. Qn 18 duly the firet signs of a change at the eatieien vere re= 
ported at Finnich Headquarters. The Finns ‘began to reoken with the possi~ 
pllity af a withdrawal of Ruséian forces on the Garelian Tathnus for trans- 
portation by: way ‘of Leningrad oe the Galf of Kroastadt to the fuestan front 
south of the Quit of Finland, The eituation an the Anterior of Finiand 
eeaned to have been consolidated. ‘On 19 July the German ‘General received 


res ; - : : - 


the following information fron Helsinki: “The re sponsibility ‘unde rte a by 
the. Finnish Government in the rddeummer talks with Ribbentrop “ie 


Be 


ee popular ag ever but it is respected. Discussions about a Pinnieh separate: 
| on : peace have stopped. The chief attention in Helsinkd is focussed 1 | the 
pe develophent of the éituatden on, the German Bast fronts” | 
‘the eituatdon of Ary Group North quite obviously became worse’ and 
“wOYBe: ron dey to days vA Gerson officer whe’ returned. to wicked, from . 
Germaiy on. z!) vuly, ‘gave the following confidential report. bout his im 
pression’ ‘of ths. Gernans in nilitery agenoioe: they had been most, depreseed 
about tte aAtuation a the East ‘att, ‘whooe. cerdoueness and’ ligortance 


< 
By 
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“ equpletely: overshadowed the situation of the ‘other fronts (atantie coasts | 

Italy). Opinions . aftered as to whether the Baltic States could be helde 
‘But. there was doubt that an evacuation was still possible. Hitler had 
decided, sald this officer , ‘that they. should be held and defended. Political 


reasons must have. been decisive in this question. People quite alearly. 


ill that after the loss of the Baltic countries Finland could no longer be 


kept an. the war, and this would mean losing the war in the northern area, 
for after Finlant had lemt Norway would have to be elven up, on account of | 


the menace from the rear. As the eltuation of Army Group North became more | 


and 2 more. ‘disastrous, further German forces which had originally been destined | 
for Finland were moved up to thie group on 2 July. The Wehrmacht operatdons 


stat made the following conmunioation ty telephone to the German General at — 


Mildold: Hitler ‘hed most unwillingly retained the German. special troops that 


had been intended for ald to Finland, But he ageured the General that the 


a 


. Finns would be helped if. the situation on the Finnish front should becoite 


more tense. Horeover,, i compensation 7 would be given to the ) Finns dn the 
form of increased war materiel, — .  y 

The anxiety that the Finns might Jeave Nessun in the Intech grew more 
and more oppressive with the ineres sing dizintegrati an of the Gernan fast 
front. On 2 Joly, the German General at Mikkeli was. given instructions 
by the ox to inquire about the opinion of the Finnih High Command an the 


. plen of the OkE for straightening ‘the salients in the front near Narva and , 


Pokave the Finnish ansier was that ‘the Pinnich igh. Command would have. no 
misgivings if this was merely | a legal, evacuation: of the tio silientes Het 
ever, the Narva noctor between Take ) Pakpus and the Gulz of Finland would 
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hove to renein in German hande on any aceounte 

Nore akeetentt wag the question which came to Wilko on 28 guly from 
the Wehrmacht Operations stare to ask what of fect the withdrawal of ‘the 
Laad Division from the Finn eh front Would have on the Finns? 

ths cuastion, apart from its political aspodt , was rather important. 
In the Finnish Headquarters the opinion had gained ground that. the Ruselane 
had stopped thelr offensive egainet Finland. As they. quite obviously with- 
drew forces from the Garelian Isthmus and traneferred them to the other side | 
of the Gulf of Pinland, it seened quite natural for forces to be shifted 
aqross the Gulf from the Finnich front. The 122 German Division, as the 
vole Germain diviel on on the Finnish front, seened to be the only unit that 
eould be considered 4n this Tuspasts This division yas in a quiet position 


behind the Bay of Wipurt, : and could easily be relieved by a Finnish divielon 


from behind: the front if the latter was first rehabilitated. 
‘Bat to pie up the. 1208 Division ata not seam as simple as all. that, to 
the Finns, The Finnish. chiet of Staff, with whom the German General dig~ 


“eusaed. the natter first, evenod, shocked and said the Marshal would be most 


unhappy. Mannerheim, ike many a commander in chief, always parted most 
wndLiing?y with forces under his command. In ss the question. 
naburally, was of a ceittaisi military Importance. 

Genera} fefurth pointed ont to the Finnish Chief of Steff the serious- 
neon of the situation on the fast front. "Wo Soviet ageault arndes had 
antenbled’ in front of the Norva army: group ready to attack. eS this: aray 
eroup’ echt not be reinforaed qulekly there was the danger that. the Soviets 
would boda throu and thrust in the direction of Reval. This would also 
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: serkously endanger the Finnish front. 


. ‘the Finnish Chief of Staff had to admit that. ali thie was correct. 
‘Bat 3 chis abjection against a weakening. of the Finnish front was that the 


| Rugeians had better lines of conmunination. They would be in a position 


to yeinforee their forced on the Garelian isthms very rapidly agains 
The reply of the Marshal arrived ‘late in the mpgs It paid that he 
would regret it very mich if the 1224 Division were taken from time This 


might mean 2 risk, perhaps even a danger, for tthe Fimish front. The position 


of the Finns Would begeme more difficult. But he would alse regret the 
departure of this division for another reason: he would have to consider 
it ae a symptom of growing difficulties on the German Rast front. 

The conversation which the German General. had with the Finnish Chief 
of staff concerning this reply choved that the Merehel had cone nde 
atending fos the difficult German eitustion ani that his doubts were of a 
military rather then 3 political natures 

Sines on the following day, 29 July, the eltuation om the Bast frent, 
eepocially of Army Group North, beoane ‘more and mr menaging — ~ the 5 Soviets 


were advancing quickly in the dirégtion of Jelgava =~ a ‘ypeply from the 


Fuehrer's Headquarters arrived without delay. Hitier had decided thet the 
1228 Division would be vithdrawm from the Finnish arom and noved up to 


Army Group North. 


It has not been proved that the ‘departure of the German forces from 


Southern Finland had any innediate political consequences. "But it is certain 


that public opinion in Finland was “unfavorably dnfinwadd, tne weet 
the pact that had been mde with Oernany only a few woekes before was thus 
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reduced, in the opinion ¢ of any Panne. 7 

-— Wannérheim''s request, to select Hanko and nat HoLsinid. as the port of 
embarkation for ‘the 1228 Divialan suggeotod ‘that the Finnish Gonmandor in 
Guise did nob Wish to foouss the ‘attention of the Finnteh publics on the 


. departure of the German division thet had nheched through Helsinkd. to, the 


Hanis front ab the beginning of ays 


Ie LANIER BROOMS PRESTOENE 7 


Toward the end 4 the month the poldtieat sbuctdon in Finland began 
to becom obscure. According to the opinion of the Finnish ace unions 
the war was lost. The decision WAS to be expacked. yery s soone “Efforts 
were made by the trade unions. te bring about peace, even if the conditdons 
were hard, In this situation there were only trio alternatives sn the 

political sphere: either a governsent under ryt that would fy00 iteelf 


more and more from o constitutional reetrictions, or a new government whose 


task would X 4to lead Finland out of wars 
- the polution of thie oriais ‘cane “surprisingly quleldys | 


“on 1 August; “the Finnish Chief of Stakt asked the Germen General to 


- gee him and informed him that President ne had. resiged and that the 


Governnent, on the afternoon of, the eam aay, would bring in a biDL in| 


 Parldanent, according to waieh Mannerhotm would be nade President. The 
‘Teason for the change of office was that the. military and polttical powers 


should be united in the hands of one mans . 
The wayehal would place himself at the dinponel of the nation 4f 


Parliament. made hd President. it was not strange for the Fime te turn 


to Mannerheim to steer the foundering ship afer into the harbor, The 
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ontire nation had the greatest confidence in his wietom, political vision 
and diplomatic abilities, There wae no better man for this infinitely diffi- 
oult. task. | 

But 4t seonad atrange that Mannerhoim was willing to shoulder this 
great burden. The highest office in the lend was a thankless task, There 
were many experiences in the past of this unusual man that would make it 
difficult for him to agres to a settlement with the Soviet Union, Perhaps 
thie desieion of his 4s the one that chould be aimired most and indeed we 
the greatest in his long life, imnerheim w1l be one of the most inter~ 
esting figures in the history of modern times. He ean be certain of the 
gratitade of his nation for having steered the ship fram the beginning of 
AUG RES AYN SP Red Eee DEN solved his taek in such a masterly 


fashion. 


On the webbing of 1 August, the Finnieh Parliament unanimously passed 
the law (nomally. the Finnich President is chosen by electors), according 


_ to which annerheim \ieoane President. He wae storn in on 4 August, and 


tock af fice that sane day, But he also remained Comender in Chief of the 
Finnish ivned Forest. 

This change in office had an alarming effect on the Reich Government. 
Hitler tried to find waye and means to influence Mannerheim and to ksep 
hin on the side of Germany. On 3 August in the afternoon, by order of 
Hitler, the Commander in Chief of arny Group North, General. Schoerner, 
landed on the Helednich airfield, "to inform the Mershal about the eituation 


of Arey Group North — to etrengthen the attitude of the Marehel and Fin- 
Land." 
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~ Sueh was the inforantion the Germen General received shortly before 
the landing of Schoener. This was an astonishing event, which complete 
ly disregarded the fact that Hannerheim was fully occupied with the task 
of taking over his new offices and with the formation of a new government. 
In spite of thie the Marche) cant word politely that he was expecting his 
vialtor in his special train in one of the outiying stations of Heleinid. 

Schoerner gave the Marshal a short report on the situation of his 

army group. This was to have a soothing effect. The Baltic States would 
be held. The supplies that had been cut off by the Russian advanee on land 
would be sent by sca and by air. Armored units advancing from East Prussia 
would re-establieh a connection with Army Group North and with the East | 


front. The astivation of fresh troops in Germany had considerably inoreased 


in the Reantine. At the beginning of Septenber at the latest, ten further 
infantry divisions ami eleven armored brigades would be ready te be sent 
into astion, Attacks to regain the San line were being launched, Further 


defense positions close behind the San-Vietula-Bast Proesia line were being 


orgontzed. 

Schoerner's report vas flowed by a light lunch in the train, and the 
reception was over. Folitical questions hai not been touched. Although 
thic hasty sit mast have been rather inopportune for the Finns they did 
net thaw it. Manrerhein, as always of such occasions, was courteous and 


dignitioa, so that Schoernar, before his departure; asked the Geman General : 


at Mannerhain' s Headquarters why the had had to fly to Finland dn such | 
great haste. Bverything seumd qict to him in Helsinkd, Bitlerts idea 
that 4& was possible to influence a man like the Marshal by’ an exbelliched 
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report on the front situation seemed almost naLye, For it de one of the 
strong points of the Finnich nation to act whaely in politics. During the - 
long time spent under foredgn yoke: the ruling ¢laswe in Finland bad teen 
forme and trained in politdas. the experience af bis forefathers and ¢ 
tradition influence the modem Finn's actionss he consciously remains 

aloof from adventure and fantasys instead be has a clear knowledge of 

what can and what cannot be done, as well 88 the ability to act withsa sober 
realians | _ . 

It) sae clear to the Pians tha that there vere only "few grains left in the 
saniglase of the Cerman-Fimish brotherhood-in-arne". Fate cannot be : 
cirounvented. in the realisation of this great truth the Finne have always 
suffered the aavereat plone with dignity and sompocure. 

- The: formation of the new governnent took several dayse On 9 August — 
the Let of ninketers had boon fixed, the Finish Chief of Sjatf sala Co | 
the German General: "The situation seams clear, and probsbly no’ changes 

will take place 4n our foreign policy 1f the eituation on the German » frome 
does not continue to deteriorate." : 

She new Prine Winkieter, Haekzell., characterized the new Cebinet to the 
German Ambaseador in the following wordes "It is not a pronounced peace 
cabinet, but it is open to proposals." | 

The weertainty of the political sLtuation showed itself in the rumors 
whieh kept the public in Heleinkt alarsed. 1% was not easy for the Germans 
there to find out what was true and falee. 
Qne of these rumors was spread oi 12 August. It nentdensd another 


journey by Past kv (whe Snoldently wag not & nanker of the new Cabinet) 
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eo  * Lo Moscow. | 
A . (he assurance wae given by the new members of the Government that at 
the moment there ware ne negotiations, | a 
But since the numer continued to spread that, cy in the epring of 1923, 
a eonneation hod beon ontabli¢hed by. ry Hollontas vis the dwedish Baba sey 
at Helaink! with the "Pence Circle of the Thirty-three (on 22 August: A948» 
thirty-three mambers of the Finnie Parliament bad brought in a peace 
| regolution, which hat been the first paridenentary sttack on Ryti's policy), 
~ rT August Ded'enea Hindster Walden categorically declared to the German 
( } wilitary Attaghe that ahd. yuners alleging that a Finnish delegation wets 
| on ite way to Suaien ey Yoscow were false. An objective observer would 
have gained the defintte inpreseion that usny elonente in the Pimish 
nation sorkously occupied Saves with the idea of a Firnioh separate 
| poace. | | 
In the Finnish Parliament the mmber of those who wore in favor of 
QO peace with the Soviet Union had greatly increased, what bad besn a 
at minority had non became a majority, due to an increase in the aise of the 
Socdal-encerat Party, the Swedish People's Party and tho Parmer's Party. 
On 16 August the Gorman Ankaseador estinated ‘that of the 200 deputies 120 
were for peace. This wauld have an influence on the duration of the 
Government, vhich Ind to have the confidence of Parlianent, 

On 17 August, the Chinf of the ON paid a visit to Kamerbeim in Wikelt, 
the vieit,"vbioh we considered urgent by the oH, had heen intended to 
take place at the beginning of the month, Sut Wannerbein had asked Keitel 

 $@ walt untdl he bad attended to tacke that could nat be postponed, and 
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until the Marshal, after the formation of the new government, had returned 


te his Headquarters, Evidently the Karshal. made a paint of receiving the 


Chief of the oxW not anid the tural existing in Helsinid, but in the 
quiet of Mikkel, 

After the anenitios had been observed Keitel presented the Finnish Harehal 
with the oak leat cluster to the Knight's Grosa, To the Fimich chief of 
Staff he gave the Rniehbte Gross, to honor in this wey the Finnish Army 
for the dafenal.ve ‘Victory they had won on the Carelian Lethmus ant east 
of Lake Ladoga in the preceding weeks, Then Kedtink gave a lengthy report, 
in the presence af the gtenemis ef the Firnish Hoadcuarters, on the situation 
on all German fronte. ‘thie report had been expected with eagerness, for the 
Finne hoped to hear from the. Chief of the OKW how the Gernans were going | 
to maater a. eituctien that was becoming more hopeless from doy to day mn 7 
the Fastern trent in France and Italy, They hoped to get some ‘eneourage- 


mont. Kedtelts report was & dlseppointuent, although ‘he epoke with great 


confidence, ) To the Finns, who are realists, positive statements and data 


were missing ae to how the Germans could offset the superiority of their 


enemies on the various fronts. a 
thus there was No diseusaion after Keitel's report. Mannerheim asked 
no mentions, but, invited his gueat for lunch in his country house; After 
lunch Mannerheim wWithdred. with Keitel Ante the study he had in his head~ 
quarters: for a Long conferences | 
The only other person present was the. Finnish Chief of, stare. Keitel, 
who was accoupanted by the German Generel on bis return flight to Helednid., 
gave an ‘aocount of the sontorence, hie. nemory stil. fresh wath the ‘@erience | 
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* he had just: been gave: Hennerheim had said that Pyth, at the end of 


dune, had been pressed by Ribbentrop to undertake an obligation ata moment 
ot ereat distress, although it was againet the Wd. shes ef tha majority of 
the Finni ch nation, For this reagon Rytd and the other ministers that had 
participated in the midsummer pact had had te resign, And. therewith, accord~ 
ing to the opinion of the Finng , their alldanse with Gernany had come to an 
and, too. The Finnish Government had regained its freedom of action, — 

| - Keitel had anerered that he was not empowered to make or receive poli~ 
ao deqlarations, | | | | 

Keltel! B statenent was supplemented by the account given of the dise 

cussion by the Finnish Chief of stat to the German General on 19 August, 
According to this vamerheim had not made a categorical declaration to - 
Keitel involving the saneellation of the Ribbentrop pact; he had merely 2 
given hin a chronological description of the eventa that had led to Rytits 
re elgnation, ‘Perhaps there had boon ‘no neadssity to make these. statements, 


for Keitel, had not com as a political negotiators but the Mar shel, had not 


thought it morally correct to let Keitel depart without explaining to him 
the changes that had taken place in the interSor policy of Finland. 
The positon of Ryti, co the Finnish Chief of Staff continued, had becons 
untenable because of the following factors: 
(1) The Ribbentrop Paet had been signed by him in disregard of the 
| Finnich constitutes . | 
(2) The situation on the German fronte hed become nost unfavorable 
| since the end of dune, . ¥ 
(3) The Finnish nation was willing tor wage away of detense but 
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it did net want to fight for Germany's sake Just because it was obliged 
to do 80. = | 
According to Finnish judgment, oming to the resignation of Rytd and the 


governzent of Linkonies-Rameay, the obligatdon toward Germany resulting from 


the Ribhentrop Past had become null and void. Finland had thus regedned her 
fresdon of action. This was thé core of the differences botween Pinand and 
Gersany. Finland held that the obi gaticn had been cancelled, Germany cch= | 
tested thie. Tt fis a queatd.on which ‘oan be explained from the difference . 
of the governmental forns, 4 democratic state does not think the sane as a 
totelitardian state about the questions "Te a new governntnt bound by the 
obligations undertaken by its predeesssors" 

- Contdnuing the talk with the Finnish Chief of Staff the German General 
abled in which way Finland would use her new freedem of action’ 

Generel Heinrichs angsered that there wore a number of possibilities, 


The situation on the cpief German fronts would declelvely influence the 


development of things. He also pointed out the difficuities that would 

obstruct the conclusion of 6 Finniehdoviet peace, The pease «hich the 

Finns desired, he sald, wae B peace, which would jeave the Finnieh nation 

ity freedom i iniependenas. Thess precious rights could not be given up. 

It waa thus ery ye doubtful Af a peace betucen Finlani snd Soviet Raseia could 

materialise at , ate . 
To the dheutvantage of the German pordtden : in Finland, the situation 

on the German fronts deteriorated from day to day in August 19k. The old _ 


“troubles on'the Eastern front, in Italy and France, were inereased by new | 


troubles in the Balkans and Romania, The Soviet Union end Nananla conpluded 


‘an 
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a truce on % August,” The German troops of Ary Group South were in a fatal 
aituation. - | 

Un nerheim, on % adugust, returned to Mikkeli from several days stay 
at Helsinkd, It was to be aimitted, ha said on his arrival to his Chief 
of Staff, that the situation was very bad. The latter, fall of analety, 
said to the German General that a good piece of news was most urgently 
needed. "You may be sure," he added, "that the pease party in Finland is 
rapidly growingy! “And, as if epeaiding to hinsel?, he added: "Something will 
have to happen soon, The Marshal has now been President for three weeks.'! 
"And again tuning to General Erfurth, Genera) Heinrichs said: "Il am sorry 
for you, You must feel, terribly alone ,'! 


HIT SECESSION oF FINLAND 
| On this day a meting took place batwisen ‘ia German Ambassador in 
Hel ainict and Finnish Foreign uind.oter Bnekel. The latter told the Ambas- 
sader that the Finnish Ambassador in Berlin, ky. Kivimaeki, had been in- 
structed by the Marshal ‘formally te announce to the German Government that 
Vamorhein did not feel. ihnsele to be bound by the obligations undertaken 
by Rytd, which had bean. ——— about mowieee the cooperation of the Finnish 
Parliament, - . | 

“The Himisherman brotheshood-tn-ams was irrevecably nearing its end. 
Aaming tolegrans arrived at the attics of the German General dn Mikkeli 
from the: demain Anbassador on 30 August, ‘The Anbasesador reparted, a raph 


deterioration of the atnoophere in the country oaused by the bad ‘none shag 


France and Romania, His nf ornanto thought at possible that canter this 


‘preveure © public opinion fin Pinan Would tolerate cease an regard to 
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former points of honor euch asthe attitude toward. the German army in 
Lapland and the dembilisation of the Finnish Amy. — . 

The press in Heleinid pleaied with growing frankness for pence with =~ 
Russia ani abandonment of the brother-in-arme, On the evening of 30 August 
the Ambassador sent wrd that he had been inforsed by the Finnish Foreign 
Minister that ‘contact had already beer established for some days with Russia, 
The consequenses remained to be scen. The Fimdsh Parliament had been sum- — 
moned for 2 Septanber. | | 

Qn 1 September, the Gommnder in Chief of the German amy in Lapland 
met with the German General in the Corman Embassy in Helsinki to discuss the 
situation. General Rendulic had asied for an aulience with Nannerheim on 
2 Septexber to disouss military matters, He hoped to ba able to start a 


discussion on politics with the Marchal, The Ambassalor and the Gernan 


General, who had long been faniliar with Finnish customs, tried to dissuade 

But. Rendulis ‘buck to his intention, As was his custom the Marehal asked 
the Germn General to be present at this reception. Rendulic did not succeed 
in epeaking to the Marshal alone. The Finnich Chief of Staff and the Defense 
Minister were aleo present, The ‘conversation was kept in general. terms. 

All attempts on. the ‘part of Rendulie to toush topical questions were 
evaded by the Finns, Mennerheia. was a moter in leading a conversation in 
any direction he wanted: This reveption did not bring any clarification 
of the political aitustion. . 

Mennerheim caite incidentally put the question: maihy ary the Germans — 
staying in Peteamo? 7 are only os the Brita, and their divieions 
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are 80 urgently needed et her Places?* it vas clear that Mannerheim 
admed. at a wluntary withdrawal of She Oermns from Lapland, — 

On the:afternocon of this fatal day the German Wilitary Attache rem 
ported that the Russian conditions had arrived on the previous day. In 
the form of an ultdinatum the Reds demanded that Finland break off tts. 
relations with Sermanys Thie was the reaeon for the hasty summoning of 
the Porlianont. | 

Shortly thereafter the German Ambassador saw the German General in his 
hotel room in Helsinkd, He ‘corroborated the newe of the Military Attache 
and expected that Parlianent would accept the Rus ean conditions. 

The dead chon oamne in the evening. While Parliament, convened Manner 
heints chief alde « Came to the hotel where Evfurth Was staying and gave the 


. Geman. General a letter by the Finnish Preoident for Ritler. In the ine 


troductory part Hannerheim wrote that in this hour of decd.eton he felt a 
desire to inform the Head of the Reich that 1% would be his duty, in order 
to save the Finnish. people, to find away out of the war soan. 

‘The unfavorable general eltuation restricted Germany's possibilities 
of giving the Pinns the help they urgently needed in time and in sufficient 
measure, He pointed out the experiences of the Preceding summer and the: 
length of tim it had talon toa transport adequate German add to Finland. 
Mannerhedin! s unfavorable opinion mi the mditary porition was shared by a 
growing naforkty of the nation's representatives in Parliament. Even if 
he. were off a different opinion, at Would nw be posaible for him — in view 
of the Finnish constitution ~~ to. daregard the will of the nation's m-~ 
Jority for, ay sie tine, “ere fron the phyeieal vienpadnt the Finnieh 
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nation would not be able to atand along war. The Ruosian large-soale 
attack in June had already exhausted Finnish replacenente. The Finns could 
not afford similar losses without endangering the existence of the smal 
Finnieh nation. sathough he hardly dared hope that Hitler would resogn ze 
his statemnte and argurente as correct or agree to them, Hannerhoim con~ 
tinued, he wished to send these nes to hin before the decision wae taken. 

‘After Mennerheim had spoken in appreciative tems af the correct and 
cordial relations of the German aoldiers with the popelation of Finland, he 
expressed his hopes that Hitler, Like Mamerheim and all Finne, would be 
anxious te wind up theee relations without letting thinge come to 4 orisia. 

The Finnish Parlianent, as was to be expected, accepted the Rusedan 
conditions in ite evening sitting, In the same night the Finnish Foreign 
Minister mate a corresponding communication to the German Ambassador. The 
Finnish Chief af Staff in Uikkeld, on 3 Septenber, asked the German General 
to eee hin and banded hin a written statement like that which had been 
passed to the German Ambassador by the Finnieh Foreign Minister on the 
evening of 2 September. ‘Thue the relations of Finland with her former 
brother-in-arms hed been broken off in due form, | 

There wag anly the question of the departure of the German troopa 

fron Finland to be discussed. According te the Soviet-Russian conditions 
of the Finnish capitulation, Finnish territory bad to be cleared of German 
troops by 15 September, The Finne declared themselves willing to help with 
the evagustien, in view of the small munber of troops in South Finland it 
Was dlear that the evacuation would be completed in due tine. But the case 
was more difficult for the German army in Lapland, The Chief of Staff ine 
dicated that the Finns thought that. the German Twertieth tount ain n Ara night 


t 
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not “eave Lapland. He wished the German General te inform him as to the 
German plans. The latter unfortunately aaa not Know. The Finns would ob- 


viously be very glad 4¢ the Twentieth Mountain Army were withdrawn frou 


Pinnieh territory with the greatest spead possible » 80 that the country 
weld not become a theater of: mar. 

Iti. was quite clear to the Finns that, even ‘though the Germans were 
ready to evacuate Lapland, it would be technically inposeible to carry the 
evacuation through in time. this problem overshadaved all, others and was 
the gain bub ject oe the conferences which took place and filled both the 
Finni sh HiLgh Coumand and the German General with anxiety, 

On 4. Septenber the Marshal, through the Chief of Staff, asked the 


German General to come to Helsinid as soon as possible. He bad a desire 


to exchange ideas concerning the future with the General. 
Erturth arrived on. the morning of 5 September and was at once taken 


te the sumer palace of the President at Tanminjond ty the chief alde of 
: ‘the Mar shia, Mannerheim tecedved the German General in the presence of 


his Chief of Staff, 
Ta ‘the anaeane conference the Finnish desire that the evacuation of 


‘apland by the German troops be carried out sneothly and quiokly became 
quite. dlear. 


Erfurth pointed ont that 4% would be imponei ble’ fer the Tuentdeth AREY y 
numbering roughly 200,000 nen and whose bulk Was etl, in East Carelia, to 
veach Korwegian territory mn \ the coast of the Arctic Sea or the Bothnian 


i” porte of Finland within 12 daye. the Finns had to afimit that the day had 
«been fixed too on by the Ruesiane, But the Marshal declared hdmeelt 
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witiing to help the Germans with all meane to accelerate and facilitate 
their withdrawal, He ordered the Chier of Start to ahve the npocanery 


instruct dons to the Chief of Transportation. 


"Then the German General took: ieave from the Marshal, who thanked. him 
warmly, ard completed his mission to the Finniech Headquarters, Although 
the sending of the German General te Finland had ended in a failure, the 


parting was cordial, 


(a 12 September the evacustion in South Finland had been completed. 

In the early morning of 13 September 1944, the German General, to-' 
gether with his ataff, ieft Finland on board of the last evacuation steaner 
fron Helednkt, 


XIII. | CONCLUSTON 

“Wannerheint 5 ‘wish, as expressed in his last letter ‘ta stier, that 
the winding up of relations be carried out without conflict unfortunately 
ata nat materlalice, Friction, sporadic fighting and oven regular conbat 
took place” between Geman and Finnich troops after 15 Septenber, It will 


be regretted by Germans and Finns alike that this brotherhood=in-orns ’ 


which had endured so strong for more than three years, ended so unpleasantiy, 


_, As far as the conditions prevailing after 15 September can be: judged, the 


early date of evacuation was chiefly to be blamed for the difficulties the | 


German troops net with during their withdrawal, ‘In addition, there may 


have. been rash actions, which oan be explained by the total ebange of 
position and human Anadequaces on both sides. The breach with Geraany was 
& risk in view of the fast that a ‘well-equipped, strong German army was on 
Finnish soil. A happy solution was podsible only Af both sides acted firmly 
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That the Finns finally achieved their political goal they ove to 
Uarmmerbeim, «ho shouldered ali responsibility at the decialve toment » and 
solved the moet difficult preblem that can be put vs a statesman ina 
masterly fashion. Indsel, the Finnish nation owes hin. everything! It is 
true the German soldiers felt bitter about, being left in the lurch by their 
brothers-in-urms, But what else could Finland do, without committing suloide . 
and being pulled into the whirlpool that threatened to swallow up Germany? — 

Subsequent developments in Finland have show that, the Finnieh deci sion : 
Was right. The Harskal anet.be given credit for having waited until the last 
somert befors making his decision, which was probably very difficult for hin, 3 


| But, then, he acted with a stuady firm hend. The Finnish nabiion was for= 


tunate that in its darkest hour the right man wae at. ite dieporals it 
proved its political insight by unanimously put ting Kennerhoim at the helm 
When conditions steadily deteriomted, 


2l, Hovember 1917 


